
Join Panda Travel in...

(GP12892)

Cancel for any 
reason up to 
60 days prior to 
departure date for a 
FULL REFUND!

(GP12892)

2023 Tokyo Festival 2023 Tokyo Festival 
of Flowers Tourof Flowers Tour

�$3249*
per person-triple occupancy

�$3259*
per person-double occupancy

�$3599*
per single occupancy

A minimum of 16 participants is required for the tour to operate

pandaonline.com
(808) 734-1961

1017 Kapahulu Ave, Honolulu, HI 96816

April 17 - 24, 2023April 17 - 24, 2023
6 Nights/ 8 Days6 Nights/ 8 Days

Tokyo - Mt. Fuji - Ashikaga - Hanyu 

$100 OFF PER PERSON 
when you pay with a personal check 
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Day 1: (Mon) Apr 17 – Honolulu
Depart Honolulu 1:05pm via Hawaiian Airlines #863

Please meet the Panda Travel representati ve 3 hours prior 
to departure at the Hawaiian Airlines check-in counters 
located at Terminal 2, Lobby 4.

Day 2: (Tue) Apr 18 – Haneda-Tokyo
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi)

Arrive Haneda at 5:10pm. Aft er clearing customs, our 
English-speaking local guide will greet us at the arrival lobby. 
We’ll then transfer to our hotel where we’ll be staying for 
the next 6 nights/the enti rety of our trip.

With our anti cipated early aft ernoon arrival, be sure to 
explore Ikebukuro, one of Tokyo’s main subcenters.

There’s a 24-hour Family Mart convenience store near 
the hotel lobby. Within a 5 min walk is Seiyu, a 24-hour 
supermarket with snacks, bentos, and beverages.

Day 3: (Wed) Apr 19 – Tokyo (B)
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi)

Aft er breakfast, please meet  in the lobby by 8:30am.

The morning begins with a 1.5 hr visit to the annual Peony 
Festi val at Ueno Toshogu Shrine, which commences in 
mid April and runs unti l the end of Golden Week. To the 
Japanese, peonies symbolize bravery and honor and are 
commonly seen in wedding decor for good fortune.

From here, we’re off  to Ueno’s Ameyoko Shopping Street, 
the perfect place to get your omiyage. “Ameyoko” is short 
for “Ameya Yokocho” or “candy shop back alley” since 
candies were traditi onally sold here. Alternati vely, it is 
short for “America,” a callback to the post WWII era when 
American products were sold there illegally. Now, the 
street is lined with over 400 shops selling cooked street 
food, snacks like dried squid, fresh seafood, clothes, bags, 
accessories, cosmeti cs, and much more! 

Next, a stop at Arcakit Kinshicho - a shopping complex 
housing the largest Daiso (7/F) in Tokyo. This train stati on 
area off ers many more shops (3Coins on 3/F), fashion, 
eati ng venues and supermarkets, just to name a few. Spend 
1.5 hrs here to shop and enjoy lunch on your own. 

Our last stop on today’s tour is Kameido Tenjin-jia Shrine. 
This shrine is perhaps most recognizable for the picturesque 

Drum Bridge arched above a pond in its charming garden.

The shrine is also known for Fuji Matsuri, or the annual 
Wisteria Festi val, which is celebrated from the end of April 
to the beginning of May. The shrine’s many ponds refl ect 
the 100s of wisteria plants in their full amethyst bloom, 
multi plying its beauty.

Oft en depicted in art, poetry, family crests, and formal 
kimonos, wisteria is held closely to the heart of the Japanese 
as it represents love and longevity. In fact, one of the most 
famous kabuki dances features the heroine, “Fuji Musume” 
(the Wisteria Maiden), gripping onto wisteria as a moti f for 
love. 

We’ll return to our hotel by 4pm. The remainder of the day 
is yours at leisure. Your local guide is available to assist you 
with any questi ons you might have.

Day 4: (Thu) Apr 20 – Tokyo-Mt. Fuji-Tokyo (B/L)
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi)

Aft er breakfast, please meet in the lobby by 8:00am as we 
are off  to Mt. Fuji area.

We’ll fi rst experience the Fuji Shibazakura Festi val. 

Unlike the classic sakura cherry blossoms that sway 
overhead, Shibazakura sprouts from the earth and blooms 
beneath your feet. We’ll spend 2 hrs here to enjoy the 
luscious fi elds of color with endless rows of vibrant shades 
of pink, white, and light purple. There’s also a variety of 
shops that off er specialty goods and local snacks. 

Aft er our Japanese style lunch, we’ll visit the Shingenmochi 
Factory. The factory tour reveals the 6 sec approach to 
wrapping mochi, a rate at which they are able to produce 
120,000 shingen mochi on a typical day.

Roll up your sleeves and get ready for a hands-on experience. 
With the mott o “Tsume houdai,” in mind, which translates 
into “pack as much as you can,” use the plasti c bag given to 
fi ll up as much mochi as you can muster.

Enjoy browsing through the souvenir shop for omiyage 
items, mochi fl avored candies, biscuits, dorayaki, and roll 
cakes abound. There’ll also be some shingen mochi ice 
cream to try!

We now begin our drive back to Tokyo, arriving at our hotel 
by 5:30pm. Enjoy the evening of shopping and dining on 
your own.

ItineraryItinerary
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Day 3 - Peony Festival at Ueno Toshogu Shrine

Day 4 - Shibazakura
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Day 5: (Fri) Apr 21 – Tokyo (B) 
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi) 

Aft er breakfast, please meet  in the lobby by 8:30am.

Our morning begins at the iconic Tsukiji Outer Market, the 
largest fi sh market in the world and renowned bucketlist 
spot. While the inner aucti on market relocated in 2018, 
the charm remains in its outer market. With the 1.5 hrs we 
spend here, be sure to enjoy all that the outer market has 
to off er, from seasonal produce and candy tasti ng to knife-
making arti san shops.

Next, we’re off  to the Antenna Shops in Yurakucho. Created 
by local governments, these shops are designed to promote 
the diff erent Japanese regions through food, souvenirs, and 
tourist informati on. Represented regions include Hokkaido, 
Kansai, Akita, Aomori, and Okinawa. Enjoy free ti me here to 
shop for unique regional omiyage. 

We’ll then head to Asakusa’s iconic Sensoji Temple and 
Kaminarimon Gate (aka “Thunder Gate”) with its massive 
lantern. This spot is a “must see” in every guidebook and 
boasts over 30 million annual visitors.

Traditi onally, once you reach the top of the temple steps, 
you should clap twice and bow your head as a sign of 
respect. With the belief that coins trap the dangers of 
daily life, visitors also customarily make a small off ering 
by tossing coins into a wooden rack, tossing away those 
dangers as well.

You’ll also fi nd the Five Storied Pagoda there. Regarded 
as one of the “Four Edo Pagodas,” this nearly 174 foot 
monument stands to represent Tokyo’s few remaining 
pagodas.

As you roam through the temple grounds, you’ll come across 
the Nakamise Shopping Arcade, a lively and extensive 
shopping street lined with good luck charms, traditi onal 
goodies, and Japanese snacks.  Enjoy the area and have 
lunch on your own.

Our next stop is the Nezu Shrine, a landmark dati ng back 
over 1,900 years ago. When spring rolls around, Nezu Shrine 
bursts with life, teeming with a remarkable crop of 3,000 
azaleas in bloom alongside the hilly landscape and torii 
path. In Japanese culture, azaleas symbolize abundance 
and success. To gift  someone azaleas is to confer good 
wishes onto them. 

The highlight of the year is the annual Bunkyo Azalea 
Festi val, where visitors from all over gather to celebrate 
springti me in Tokyo. Take some free ti me to explore and 
enjoy the astonishing scenery.   

We’ll return to the hotel by 5:30pm. The evening is yours 
at leisure.

Day 6: (Sat) Apr 22 – Tokyo-Ashikaga-Hanyu-Tokyo (B)
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi)

Aft er breakfast, please meet in the lobby by 7:30am as we 
are off  on a full day of touring. 

The morning begins with a 1.5 hr drive to visit the Ashikaga 
Flower Park, one of the best places to view wisteria (“fuji”), 
a Japanese fl oral favorite. 

Most notably, the park features an enormous 100 year 
old fuji tree umbrella with branches of blue fuji fl owers 
gracefully descending from above. 

Another att racti on is a 263 foot fully formed tunnel of white 
fuji fl owers and a short tunnel of yellow kingusari sti ll in its 
infancy. The pale red and great wisteria are also usually in 
full bloom during this ti me. 

In additi on to the fuji, you’ll fi nd many other fl owers, 
restaurants, and a shop selling plants and local products. 
Enjoy 1.5 hr of free ti me to explore and take photos. 

Next, we’ll head to the Onihei Edo-dokoro Parking Area, 
a unique and popular rest spot that was once a mini 
theme park. Travel back in ti me to the traditi onal Japanese 
townscapes of the Edo period. If you’re a fan of the popular 
TV drama, “Onihei Hankacho,” you’ll recognize this locati on 
as Heizo Hasegawa’s home. 

Enjoy free ti me here with lunch on your own. The restaurants 
off er typical meals served in the drama as well as a variety 
of traditi onal dishes such as eel, soba noodles, tempura, 
kuzu-mochi arrowroot cakes, and amazake sweet sake. 

You’ll fi nd eccentric souvenirs, with many related to the TV 
drama as well as other goods like wagashi Japanese sweets, 
pickles, tabi socks, and tenugui hand towels with traditi onal 
Japanese patt erns. 

Now, a visit to the Izome Furusato Museum, to enjoy a 
hands-on experience–indigo dyeing. 

From here we’ll make our way to Omiya to visit the Bonsai 

Day 5 - Bunkyo Azalea Festival at Nezu Shrine

Day 6 - Ashikaga Flower Park
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Art Museum. Opened in 2010, this museum is the world’s 
fi rst publicly run museum dedicated to bonsai art. It boasts 
a splendid collecti on of over 120 bonsai masterpieces and 
works inspired by bonsai culture.

You’ll fi nd most of the museum’s bonsai in the large 
courtyard, with grander displays than its indoor 
counterparts. Out here, you can inspect the delicate care it 
takes to shape and pot these artf ul plants in greater detail. 

We’ll then make our way back to our Tokyo hotel and arrive 
by 5:15pm. The remainder of the evening is yours at leisure.

Day 7: (Sun) Apr 23 – Tokyo-Full day at leisure  (B) 
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi)

Aft er breakfast, enjoy your free day!

Our hotel lobby directly connects you to Sunshine City, a 
huge shopping and entertainment complex with 4 towers 
that include an aquarium, planetarium, solarium, a 
virtual reality play experience, and a nearly 788 foot high 
skyscraper with an observati on deck-no wonder it’s been 
called a “city within a city!” 

You can also fi nd the Pokemon Center Mega Tokyo on the 
2nd fl oor of the Sunshine City Alpha complex, a mega shop 
with arcade games and limited-editi on items including 
Pokemon-themed ramen and curry, stati onary, and 
cookware.

Recharge from all the fun with a visit to Namja Town, where 
you can snack on famous gyozas from around Japan at the 
Namja Gyoza Stadium food theme park or experiment with 
50 fl avors of ice cream including avocado, crab, beef tongue 
at Dessert Alley. Namja town also has various carnival 
att racti ons like a haunted house, merry-go-round, and 
arcade games. 

In additi on to Sunshine City, there’s Tobu Department 
Store and Seibu Ikebukuro Flagship Store. While Tobu 
off ers UNIQLO and other apparel stores, along with over 40 
restaurants, Seibu houses high-end brands like Hermes and 
Louis Vuitt on and specialty goods stores like Loft  and MUJI.

Seibu also has the Kit-Kat Chocolatory – the world’s fi rst 
Kit-Kat bouti que. Don’t miss your chance to try special 
and seasonal Kit-Kat fl avors like purple potato, cinnamon 
cookie, european cheese, bean cake and wasabi-these 
make for great gift s too!

Alternati vely, Ikebukuro stati on is close by and has rail 

lines connecti ng you to other popular areas like Shinagawa, 
Shibuya, Shinjuku, Ueno, and Akihabara.

Day 8: (Mon) Apr 24 – Tokyo-Narita

Aft er breakfast, please meet  in the lobby by 9:00am. It is 
our last day on tour, but there’s sti ll much to see and do 
before our fl ight home later this evening.

Our fi rst visit this morning is Rikugien Garden or “Six Poems 
Garden.” Around this ornate landscaped garden, you’ll fi nd 
reproducti ons of 88 miniature scenes from famous poems. 

While strolling along the garden, you can trace the many 
winding paths between the wooded areas and undulati ng 
hills. For a few weeks in Spring, you can gaze upon the 
park’s famous Shidarezakura, a huge weeping cherry tree 
that stands approximately 49 feet high and stretches its 
pink-ti pped boughs over 65 feet wide.

From here, we’ll drive to Odaiba. Enjoy lunch on your own 
& spend some free ti me to do some last minute shopping at 
the  Divercity Shopping Center. Don’t forget to get a photo 
in front of the life-sized Unicorn Gundam Statue, towering 
at 78 feet! 

We’ll also make a stop at TEAMLab Borderless Tokyo 
Toyosu, an immersive museum that uses technology and 
perspecti ve to put viewers at a fascinati ng proximity to 
digital art. Visitors pass through labyrinth-like rooms where 
they experience fi elds of fl owers, or look up at walls that 
appear to be composed of brightly lit geographic shapes.

We’ll now head to Haneda Airport, arriving by 4:30pm to 
begin our check-in process for the fl ight home. 

Depart Haneda Airport 8:15pm via Hawaiian Airlines #864. 

Arrive in Honolulu at 8:35am. 

Thank you for traveling with us!

Day 6 - Bonsai Art Museum 

Day 8 - TEAMLab Borderless forest of resonating lamps
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Please note the following:
• *Fares and fees (priced in USD) are subject to change in light of fuel supplements, taxes, and fees. Tour members are responsible for any 
differences in costs. Additionally, we reserve the right to make changes to the itinerary with or without notice.

• Travel insurance: We highly recommend the purchase of trip insurance. Please ask our representatives for more information. 

• Special Assistance: You must inform us of any disability/impairment that requires special attention at the time of your making the reservation. 
We reserve the right to cancel the reservation(s) if the disability/impairment is unsuitable for the tour. You are also responsible for any costs 
and/or accommodations related to your disability/impairment, such as providing your own travel companion. 

• All U.S. citizens must hold a valid passport at the time of travel, which includes a passport that will not expire at least within 6 months from the 
return tour date. Non-U.S. passport holders must check with the Japanese Consulate to see if a visa is required.

• You are expected to abide by domestic and international government and accommodation policies related to health, safety, and welfare. 

• Land Tour Operator is Nippon Travel Agency.

• Land Tour costs are based on current currency conversion rates, which are subject to change. We will notify tour members of any substantial 
changes to the costs.

• Not Included in the tour: Gratuities for local English speaking guide; additional baggage fee charges from the airlines; alcohol and soft drinks 
with meals.
• A minimum of 16 participants are required for the tour to operate.

Booking requirements/Payment policy/Cancellation policy:
•  Reserve with $75 per person deposit. Refundable up to 60 days prior to departure, February 16, 2023.
•  Final payment due by February 28, 2023. Package is non-refundable after this date.
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