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Day 1: (Tue) Apr 11 – Honolulu
Depart Honolulu 11:45am via Hawaiian Airlines #821
Please meet the Panda Travel representati ve 3 hours prior
to departure at the Hawaiian Airlines check-in counters 
located in Terminal 2, Lobby 4.

Day 2: (Wed) Apr 12 – Narita-Tokyo
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi)

Arrive Narita at 4:00pm. Aft er clearing customs, our local 
guide will greet us at the arrival lobby. We’ll then transfer 
to our hotel.

There’s a 24-hour Family Mart convenience store at the hotel 
lobby. Within a 5 min walk is Seiyu, a 24-hour supermarket 
with snacks, bentos, and beverages.

Day 3: (Thu) Apr 13 – Tokyo (B)     
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi)

Aft er breakfast, please meet in the lobby by 9am.

This morning begins with a visit to Nezu Shrine, a landmark 
dati ng back over 1,900 years ago. When spring rolls around, 
Nezu Shrine bursts with life, teeming with a remarkable 
crop of 3,000 azaleas in bloom alongside the hilly landscape 
and torii path. In Japanese culture, azaleas symbolize 
abundance and success. To gift  someone azaleas is to confer 
good wishes onto them. 

The highlight of the year is the annual Bunkyo Azalea 
Festi val, where visitors from all over gather to celebrate 
springti me in Tokyo. Take some free ti me to explore and 
enjoy the astonishing scenery.

From here, we’re off  to Ameyoko Shopping Street, the 
absolutely perfect place to get your omiyage. “Ameyoko” 
is short for “Ameya Yokocho” or “candy shop back alley” 
since candies were traditi onally sold there. Alternati vely, 
it is short for “America,” a callback to the post WWII era 
when American products were sold there illegally. Now, the 
street is lined with over 400 shops from cooked street food, 
snacks like dried squid, and fresh seafood to clothes, bags, 
accessories, cosmeti cs, and much more! Enjoy 2 hrs here to 

explore & lunch on your own.

Next, we’ll head to Asakusa’s iconic Sensoji Temple and 
Kaminarimon Gate (aka “Thunder Gate”) with its massive 
lantern. This spot is a “must see” in every guidebook and 
boasts over 30 million annual visitors. Your guide will point 
out a secti on displaying a variety of cherry blossom trees 
that make for great photos. 

Traditi onally, once you reach the top of the temple steps, 
you should clap twice and bow your head as a sign of 
respect. With the belief that coins trap the dangers of daily 
life, visitors also customarily make a small off ering by tossing 
coins into a wooden rack, tossing away those dangers as 
well.

You’ll also fi nd the Five Storied Pagoda there. Regarded 
as one of the “Four Edo Pagodas,” this nearly 174 foot 
monument stands to represent Tokyo’s few remaining 
pagodas.

As you roam through the temple grounds, you’ll come across 
the Nakamise Shopping Arcade, a lively and extensive 
shopping street lined with good luck charms, traditi onal 
goodies, and Japanese snacks. 

We’ll return to the hotel by 4pm. Take the remainder of the 
day at leisure. 

Day 4: (Fri) Apr 14 – Tokyo-Takasaki-Kusatsu (B/L/D)     
Yorokobi no yado Takamatsu (Free WiFi)

Aft er breakfast, please meet in the lobby by 8am. Please 
prepare an overnight bag for 1 night. Your luggage will be 
delivered to our hotel in Niigata the next day. 

This morning, we’ll make a 2 hr drive to Takasaki with a rest 
stop before reaching Takasaki Byakue Daikannon/Byakue 
Dai-Kannon.

Atop Mt. Kannonyama stands 137 foot Takasaki Byakue 
Daikannon, a holy site to pray for personal protecti on and 
the fi rst stop on the 88 holy grounds of Kanto pilgrimage. 
The inside of this 9 leveled towering statue of the Goddess 
of Mercy is open to visitors and off ers sweeping views of 
the city at the top. Additi onally, the site has been chosen 
as one of the One Hundred Togoku Flower Temples for the 
plenti ful 3,000 cherry trees and other seasonal fl owers that 
surround its grounds. 

Aft er lunch, we’ll visit Daruma no Furusato Daimon-ya. 
There, we’ll learn about the Daruma doll producti on and 
paint the pupils and beard of our very own 12cm tall doll at 
the Daruma painti ng workshop–a meaningful personalized 
memento we can take home. Enjoy this hands-on 
experience.

Itinerary

Day 3 - Bunkyo Azalea Festival at Nezu Shrine
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With roots in Buddhism and origins here in Takasaki, Fuku-
Daruma (“Daruma”) is well-known in Japanese lore as a 
good-luck charm and talisman to ward off  evil. Traditi onally, 
one paints the left  eye to make a wish/goal and only paints 
the right when the wish/goal is fulfi lled. A one eyed doll 
serves as emoti onal support and a moti vati ng reminder to 
persevere. 

Next, we’ll make a 2 hr drive to Kusatsu–one of Japan’s 
most famous hot spring resorts–with a rest stop along the 
way. 

Our hotel arrival ti me is 5:00pm, followed by Japanese 
Ryokan dinner at 6:30pm. This traditi onal Japanese hotel 
is well-known for its excellent indoor and outdoor onsens 
that are fed from Yubatake (“hot water fi eld”), the fresh 
geothermal hot spring famous in the region.

Day 5: (Sat) Apr 15 – Kusatsu-Yuzawa-Niigata (B/L) 
ANA Crowne Plaza Hotel Niigata (Free WiFi) 

Aft er breakfast, please meet in the lobby by 9:00am as we 
head to Echigo Yuzawa.

The morning begins with a traditi onal Yumomi and a 30 min 
dance show. Yumomi (“water sti rring”) is the centuries old 
method of using wooden boards and songs to cool scalding 
hot spring water to bathing temperature without diluti ng 
the water’s special properti es. 

Aft er a Japanese style lunch, we’ll visit Tsukiyono Vidro 
Park, a glass-themed park centered around marvelous 
glassworks with an onsite museum, restaurant, café, 
and shops. Their glass chandeliers have been featured in 
prominent places like the Imperial Palace. Get ready for our 
glass making experience here!  

Next, we’ll visit the popular Ponshukan Echigo Yuzawa, 
best described as a “theme park” for sake. Not only does 
this site off er 100 varieti es of sake to sample and a sake 
cellar with over 250 labels from all of Niigata’s breweries, 
it also carries the best of Niigata food and snacks, including 
bakudan onigiri (“bomb onigiri”) and koji (“malted rice”) 
latt e and soft  serve. There’s also an onsite sake infused 
bath! 

We’ll check in at our hotel by 5:30pm. Our hotel is about 
a 10 min walk to JR Niigata Stati on. Enjoy the evening of 
shopping and dining on your own.

Day 6: (Sun) Apr 16 – Niigata-Sado Island (B/L/D)
Sado Resort Hotel Azuma (Free WiFi)

Aft er breakfast, please meet in the lobby by 8:30am.  Please 
prepare an overnight bag for the next 2 days. Your luggage 
will be delivered to our hotel in Niigata. 

The morning begins with a short drive to the pier for the 
Sado Island Ferry where we’ll take a 2.5 hr ferry ride to 
Ryotsu Port. 

Welcome to Sado Island! Monikered “Butt erfl y Island” for 
its shape, Sado is famous for its beauti ful natural scenery 
and preservati on of traditi onal Japanese culture. 

Upon arrival on Sado Island, we’ll enjoy a Japanese style 
lunch.

Our aft ernoon begins with a visit to the Sado Gold Mine. 
Operati ng throughout the Edo Period, this gold, silver, 
and copper mine was a major source of funding for the 
Tokugawa Shogunate.

Our next stop is the Sado Island Taiko Center, home to two 
giant drums hand carved from a 600-year-old zelkova log 
and many smaller drums. During the “taiko experience” 
session, we’ll watch professionals drum thunderous beats 
and later, try our hand at them too as the Kodo members 
teach us how to use the bachi drumsti cks to play. 

We’ll be staying at the relaxing and beauti ful Sado Resort 
Hotel Azuma for 2 nights. Located at the western-most 
point in the northern Sado mountains, the hotel is the ideal 
spot for sunset viewing. We might be able to catch the 
sunset with our anti cipated 5:30pm arrival.

Enjoy your Japanese style dinner at 6pm. The hotel’s open-
air onsen is a great place to unwind aft er dinner and in the 

Day 6 - Sado Gold Mine

Day 4- Daruma painting experience
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morning before our full day adventure.

Day 7: (Mon) Apr 17 – Sado Island (B/L/D)
Sado Resort Hotel Azuma (Free WiFi) 

Aft er breakfast, please meet in the lobby by 8:15am.

The morning begins with a visit to Toki Forest Park, where 
you’ll have the opportunity to see 70 of the rare Japanese 
crested ibis (“Toki”). Once a widespread breed in Japan, 
these birds are no longer a common sight. In additi on to 
the exhibiti on hall detailing the history and life of the Toki, 
the park has a semi-natural enclosure with a toki family on 
display at Toki Fureai Plaza. Visitors can also try the popular 
soft  ice cream made with Sado-grown green edamame 
beans here. 

From here, a visit to Sado Rekishi Densetsukan, a museum 
centered on Sado’s history as a place of exile for politi cal 
dissidents, including former Emperor Juntoku, Buddhist 
monk Nichiren, and founder of Noh, Zeami. Among the 
many displays, full sized robots of historical fi gures will 
depict famous scenes and explain the cultural signifi cance 
of the island. 

Aft er a Japanese style lunch, we’ll embark on a fun and 
unique experience–a barrel boat ride (tarai-bune) steered 
by a local fi sherwoman in traditi onal dress from Sado Island. 
Historically, women from Ogi, a port town on Sado Island’s 
south coast, paddled these wooden and bamboo fastened 
tub-shaped boats around the cliff s to collect seaweed 
and shellfi sh. We’ll experience something similar as these 
women command our oval boats, drawing the paddle in 
a fi gure eight with delicate balance as we make our way 
around Ogi port.

During our ride, fans of the famous 2001 Japanese animated 
coming-of-age fantasy fi lm, Spirited Away, will recognize 
our surroundings in several of its movie scenes.

Next, we’ll explore the fi shing village of Syukunegi, an 
area that once prospered as the center of the shipbuilding 
industry during the Edo era. Hidden behind a large wall of 

windbreakers near the rough Sea of Japan, this quiet village 
of 200 old houses seems untouched by ti me, preserved 
from centuries past. On our village stroll, you can visit one 
of the ship owner’s homes, “Seikuro,” to marvel at the local 
village carpenters’ house building skills.

Finally, we’ll visit the Sado Nishimikawa Gold Park and have 
a hands-on experience panning for gold. Situated on the 
old site of Nishimikawa Gold Dust Mine, this 1,000-year-old 
mine is a wonderful place to learn about the gold mining 
process. Here’s to hoping you strike gold!

Aft er our Western style dinner at a local restaurant, we’ll 
return to our hotel by 8:00pm.

Day 8: (Tue) Apr 18 – Sado Island-Niigata (B)
ANA Crowne Plaza Hotel Niigata (Free WiFi)

Aft er breakfast, please meet in the lobby by 8am.

This morning, we’re off  to Ryotsu Port for our ferry ride 
back to Niigata. 

Once we arrive at Niigata Port, we’ll head to bustling 
Teradomari Fish Market Street, more popularly known as 
Sakana no ameyoko. Along your stroll, you’ll hear merchants 
selling their wares and fi nd stalls of fresh seafood and snacks 
galore. Some of these tasty delicacies include sweet shrimp, 
squid, horse mackerel, crimson snow crab, and black throat 
seaperch. Have a taste over Hamayaki, the local cooking 
method of grilling whole items on bamboo skewers over 
white charcoal. Enjoy lunch on your own!

Then, a visit to the Northern Culture Museum, which 
originally served as the mansion to one of Edo Period’s 
most prolifi c landowners, Ito Bunkichi. Now, the museum 
houses artworks like calligraphy, ceramics, lacquer ware, 
and documents related to the Ito Family’s history. On the 
museum grounds, you’ll also fi nd a quaint “walking” garden.

We’ll check in to our hotel by 5:15pm, with the remainder 
of the evening yours at leisure.

Day 9: (Wed) Apr 19 – Niigata-Tokyo (B)
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi)

Aft er breakfast, please meet at the lobby by 8:30am. We’ll 
board a bullet train to Tokyo in the aft ernoon.  Your luggage 
will be delivered to your hotel on the same day.

Our morning begins with a fun strawberry fruit picking 
experience at Shirone Grapes Garden, a farm known for its 
organically grown fruits. 

Next, we’ll visit the Shirone Kite Museum to learn about 
the lore and history of the giant kite batt les of Shirone. 
Dati ng back to the mid 1800s, the annual Shirone Kite 

Day 6 - Sado Resort Hotel Azuma
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Festi val sees spirited festi val goers fl y their kites and then 
crash them. Find out why at this museum! We’ll also have 
the opportunity for a hands-on experience–kite painti ng!

Now, we’ll make our way to Niigata Stati on and catch our 
bullet train to Tokyo Stati on. We suggest purchasing a lunch 
bento to enjoy on the train. Once at Tokyo Stati on, we’ll 
board our charter bus for our hotel, arriving  by 5pm. The 
remainder of the evening is yours to explore. 

Day 10: (Thu) Apr 20 – Tokyo-Free day at leisure (B)
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi)

Aft er breakfast, enjoy your free day!

Our hotel lobby directly connects you to Sunshine City, a 
huge shopping and entertainment complex with 4 towers 
that include an aquarium, planetarium, solarium, a virtual 
reality play experience, and a nearly 788 foot high skyscraper 
with an observati on deck. 

In additi on to the renowned Pokemon Center Mega Tokyo, 
Sunshine City is also home to Namja Town, a food and 
dessert theme park. If you’re in the mood to shop, check 
out Tobu Department Store and Seibu Ikebukuro Flagship 
Store. Inside Seibu is the Kit-Kat Chocolatory -- the world’s 
fi rst Kit-Kat bouti que. Don’t miss your chance to try special 
and seasonal Kit-Kat fl avors like purple potato, cinnamon 
cookie, european cheese, bean cake and wasabi-these 
make for great gift s too!

Alternati vely, Ikebukuro stati on is close by and has rail lines 
connecti ng you to other popular areas like Shinagawa, 
Shibuya, Shinjuku, Ueno, and Akihabara.

Day 11: (Fri) April 21 - Tokyo-Narita Airport (B)

Aft er breakfast, please meet in the lobby by 9:30am.

Our morning begins with a visit to Shibuya Scramble Square. 
There, you’ll fi nd Shibuya Sky, an observatory off ering 
a 360-degree view of Tokyo (there’s a special spot to see 
Mt. Fuji on a clear day!), and over 200 commercial outlets 
with restaurants, cafes, and shopping. The tower also 

overlooks the famous and ever busy intersecti on, Shibuya 
Scramble Crossing. With giant video screens and neon signs 
as a backdrop to several hundreds of people walking in all 
directi ons at every light change, this “scramble” of people is 
surely a site to witness. 

Pay a visit to the famous Hachiko Dog statue. This obedient 
Akita pati ently waited at Shibuya Stati on daily for his owner 
to return home from work. When his owner tragically died 
while at work in 1925, Hachikō conti nued to wait at the 
stati on every day for the next 10 years, never giving up hope. 
Hachikō is a Japanese icon and his statue memorializes his 
unwavering loyalty and love. 

Next, we’re off  at the iconic Tsukiji Fish Market, the largest 
fi sh market in the world and renowned bucketlist spot. 
While the inner aucti on market relocated in 2018, the 
charm remains in its outer market. With the 1.5 hours we 
spend here, be sure to enjoy all that the outer market has 
to off er, from seasonal produce and candy tasti ng to knife-
making arti san shops

We’ll also make a stop at TEAMLab Borderless Tokyo 
Toyosu, an immersive museum that uses technology and 
perspecti ve to put viewers at a fascinati ng proximity to 
digital art. Visitors pass through labyrinth-like rooms where 
they experience fi elds of fl owers, or look up at walls that 
appear to be composed of brightly lit geographic shapes. 

We’ll now head to Narita Airport, arriving by 4:30pm to 
begin our check-in process for the fl ight home. 

Depart Narita Airport 7:55pm via Hawaiian Airlines #822. 

Arrive in Honolulu at 8:10am. 

Thank you for traveling with us!

Day 9 - strawberry picking
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Please note the following:
• *Fares and fees (priced in USD) are subject to change in light of fuel supplements, taxes, and fees. Tour members are responsible for any 
differences in costs. Additionally, we reserve the right to make changes to the itinerary with or without notice.

• Travel insurance: We highly recommend the purchase of trip insurance. Please ask our representatives for more information. 

• Special Assistance: You must inform us of any disability/impairment that requires special attention at the time of your making the reservation. 
We reserve the right to cancel the reservation(s) if the disability/impairment is unsuitable for the tour. You are also responsible for any costs 
and/or accommodations related to your disability/impairment, such as providing your own travel companion. 

• All U.S. citizens must hold a valid passport at the time of travel, which includes a passport that will not expire at least within 6 months from the 
return tour date. Non-U.S. passport holders must check with the Japanese Consulate to see if a visa is required.

• You are expected to abide by domestic and international government and accommodation policies related to health, safety, and welfare. 

• Land Tour Operator is Nippon Travel Agency.

• Land Tour costs are based on current currency conversion rates, which are subject to change. We will notify tour members of any substantial 
changes to the costs.

• Not Included in the tour: Gratuities for local English speaking guide; additional baggage fee charges from the airlines; alcohol and soft drinks 
with meals.
• A minimum of 16 participants are required for the tour to operate.

Booking requirements/Payment policy/Cancellation policy:
•  Reserve with $75 per person deposit. Refundable up to 60 days prior to departure, February 10, 2023.
•  Final payment due by February 22, 2023. Package is non-refundable after this date.




