Join Panda Travel in...

2023 Kanto
Cherry Blossom #1
(GP12886)

March 28 - April 3, 2023
5 Nights/7 Days

Mt. Fuji

Tokyo - Mt. Fuji - Kawaguchiko Kamakura - Tachikawa

$100 OFF PER PERSON

when you pay with a personal check

Sensoji Temple

�$3589*

per person-triple occupancy

�$3599*

per person-double occupancy

�$3989*
Ueno Park
Cancel for any
reason up to
60 days prior to
departure date for a
FULL REFUND!

per single occupancy

pandaonline.com

(808) 734-1961
1017 Kapahulu Ave, Honolulu, HI 96816

A minimum of 16 participants is required for the tour to operate

Itinerary
Day 1: (Tue) Mar 28 – Honolulu
Depart Honolulu 11:30am via Hawaiian Airlines #821

lost art of Tsujigahana silk-dying, Itchiku used the technique
to assemble vividly detailed and breath-taking kimonos,
creatively playing with colors of Japanese nature and the
cosmos.

Please meet the Panda Travel representative 3 hours prior
to departure at the Hawaiian Airlines check-in counters
located at Terminal 2, Lobby 4.

Day 2: (Wed) Mar 29 – Narita - Tokyo
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi)

Arrive Narita at 4:00pm. After clearing customs, our Englishspeaking local guide will greet us at the arrival lobby. We’ll
then transfer to our hotel.
There’s a 24-hour Family Mart convenience store near
the hotel lobby. Within a 5 min walk is Seiyu, a 24-hour
supermarket with snacks, bentos, and beverages.

Day 3: (Thu) Mar 30 – Tokyo - Mt.Fuji - Kawaguchiko
(B/L/D)

Day 3 - Itchiku Kubota Art Museum

The museum’s buildings and gardens are also works of
art. The buildings are constructed from Okinawan coral
and limestone, the extensive gardens (designed by Itchiku
himself!) make for a scenic stroll, and the museum grounds
are dotted with artworks from all across Asia and Africa.

Hotel Mystays Fuji Onsen Resort (Free WiFi)

After breakfast, please meet in the lobby by 8:15am.
Prepare a small overnight bag since our larger pieces will
remain left at the hotel for when we return.

We’ll also stop at nearby Lake Kawaguchiko for cherry
blossom viewing. There, Mt. Fuji will be among 200 cherry
trees with blossoms that deck the lake and convert the
whole open landscape into shades of pastel pink.

Our morning begins with a stop at Lake Kawaguchi, a
UNESCO World Heritage site and the 2nd largest lake of the
Fuji Five Lakes. Weather permitting, Kawaguchiko provides
stunning views of Mt. Fuji and the “other Fuji,” Mt. Fuji’s
mirrored reﬂection across the surface of the lake. This can
also make for an ideal cherry blossom viewing site.

We plan to check into the hotel by 4:15pm and enjoy a
buﬀet dinner at 6:30pm. This onsen hotel features an
indoor and and open-air hot spring bath.

Day 4: (Fri) Mar 31 – Kawaguchiko - Kamakura - Tokyo (B)
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi)

After breakfast, please meet in the hotel lobby by 8:30am.
Our morning begins with a 2 hr drive to Enoshima, a small
island dense with attractions and located at the mouth of
the Sakai River. Upon crossing the Enoshima Oohashi Bridge
to reach Enoshima-jinja Shrine, you’ll see marine product
shops, souvenir shops, inns, and traditional restaurants.
Day 3 - Oshino Hakkai

Next, we’ll visit Oshino Hakkai, a village in the Fuji Five
Lake region and home to the famous 8 ponds, which are
all fed by the snow melt from the slopes of Mt. Fuji. Here,
you can drink the clear, fresh snow water trickling down the
mountains and ﬁltering through porous layers of lava.
The area also has a variety of shops, restaurants, and
vendors selling crafts, sweets, and local products. Enjoy a
freshly roasted sweet potato or toasted senbei (rice cracker)
while you take in the gorgeous views of cherry blossoms
strewn across this traditional Japanese village with Mt. Fuji
in the background.

Day 4 - Found around Enoshima-jinja Shrine – a must try snack!

We”ll be having a Japanese style lunch at a local restaurant
nearby.
This afternoon, we’ll stop at Itchiku Kubota Art Museum,
a gallery space dedicated to textile genius and master of
the kimono, Kubota Itchiku. Remembered for reviving the

Enoshima-jinja Shrine is a collection of 3 shrines:
Hetsunomiya, Nakatsunomiya, and Okutsunomiya. Many
visit this site (including celebrities!) to wish for success.
Here, you can also ﬁnd hot springs, beautiful gardens, and a
viewing platform with panoramic views of the whole island.
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Enjoy time here to do some shopping!

We’ll return to our hotel by 4:15pm. The remainder of the
day is yours at leisure.

Now, a short drive to Kamakura, the political center of Japan
during Minamoto Yoritomo’s military government reign in
1192. Even after a century of the Kamakura government
rule, it remained the center of Eastern Japan. Nowadays,
Kamakura is sometimes referred to as the Kyoto of Eastern
Japan with its numerous temples, shrines, and other
historical monuments.

Day 6: (Sun) Apr 2 – Tokyo (B)
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi)

After breakfast, please meet in the hotel lobby by 8:30am.
Our morning begins with the Rikugien Garden or “Six Poems
Garden.” Built around 1700 for the 5th Tokugawa Shogun,
this ornate landscaped garden features reproductions of 88
miniature scenes from famous poems.

Once here, we’ll visit the Great Buddha of Kamakura. This
mountainous bronze statue of Amida Buddha is located on
the grounds of the Kotokuin Temple and stands at nearly
38 feet, making it the 2nd tallest bronze Buddha statue in
Japan. With its well-kept and gorgeously draped garments,
it’s hard to believe that the statue has rested in the open air
since 1495. This is also a beautiful spot for cherry blossom
viewing.

While strolling along the garden, you can trace the many
winding paths between the wooded areas and undulating
hills. For a few weeks in Spring, you can gaze upon the
park’s famous Shidarezakura, a huge weeping cherry tree
that stands approximately 49 feet high and stretches its
pink-tipped boughs over 65 feet wide.

For a small donation, you may enter the Buddha. Take a few
moments to enjoy what many have called Japan’s National
Treasure.

Our next stop is Asakusa – a famous district that melds
the culture and traditions of ancient Tokyo with the
metropolitan styles of modern Japan. It’s also home to
Japan’s ﬁrst cinema!

Explore and grab lunch on your own on the Komachi-dori
shopping street. Be sure to stop by Kamakura’s famous
cookie store for a sample. They’re best known for their doveshaped butter cookies, which make for a great Kamakura
souvenir and omiyage gift.
We are now oﬀ to Tokyo and will arrive at our hotel by
5:30pm. Your local guide is available to assist you with any
questions you might have.

Day 5: (Sat) Apr 1 – Tokyo - Tachikawa - Chofu - Tokyo (B)
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi)

After breakfast, please meet in the hotel lobby at 8:30am.
Our morning begins with a 1 hr drive to Tachikawa, a city
located in the western portion of Tokyo, to visit Showa
Kinen Park. With 1,500 sakura trees, canola ﬂowers, and
tulips abound, this park has been the site of the annual midMarch to late May ﬂower festival. Enjoy free time here for
some cherry blossom viewing.

Day 6 - Sensoji Temple

Widely regarded as the most important temple in Japan,
Asakusa’s iconic Sensoji Temple and Kaminarimon Gate
(aka “Thunder Gate”) with its massive lantern are a “must
see” in every guidebook, boasting over 30 million annual
visitors. Your guide will point out a section displaying a
variety of cherry blossom trees that make for great photos.

We’ll then head to Chofu City to visit Jindai Temple and
Jindai Botanical Garden.
Built in 733, Jindai Temple is not only one of the oldest
temples in the region but is also regarded as one of Tokyo’s
most beautiful temples. Many travelers visit the site to rid
themselves of bad luck and pray for success in ﬁnding a
marriage partner.

Traditionally, once you reach the top of the temple steps,
clap twice and bow your head as a sign of respect. With
the belief that coins trap the dangers of daily life, visitors
also customarily make a small oﬀering by tossing coins into
a wooden rack, tossing away those dangers as well.

In addition to seeing lush greenery, ﬁsh-ﬁlled streams, and
ponds of carp and turtles, visitors may also ﬁnd the Crowned
Amitabha Tathagata statue, the oldest Buddhist statue in
East Japan and the only national treasure housed in Tokyo.

You’ll also ﬁnd the Five Storied Pagoda there. Regarded
as one of the “Four Edo Pagodas,” this nearly 174 foot
monument stands to represent Tokyo’s few remaining
pagodas.

Close by is a picturesque street with shaded stores selling
souvenirs and good luck charms alongside quick, but
delicious soba noodles famous to this region. Enjoy lunch
on your own in this charming area.
Immediately north of the temple is the Jindai Botanical
Garden, home to a spectacular display of colorful sakura
cherry trees in bloom. Enjoy wandering through the
seemingly endless ﬁelds of ﬂora and greenery.

As you roam through the temple grounds, you’ll come across
the Nakamise Shopping Arcade, a lively and extensive
shopping street lined with good luck charms, traditional
goodies, and Japanese snacks. Enjoy lunch on your own in
this lively area.
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Next, we’ll visit Shinjuku Gyoen National Garden for one of
the cherry blossom viewing spots in the city with its 1,200

cherry blossom trees of varying species.

Day 7 - Tsukiji Fish Market

Day 6 - Shinjuku Gyoen

Our next stop is Ueno, Ameyoko Shopping Street, the
absolutely perfect place to get your omiyage. “Ameyoko”
is short for “Ameya Yokocho” or “candy shop back alley”
since candies were traditionally sold here. Alternatively,
it is short for “America,” a callback to the post WWII era
when American products were sold there illegally. Now, the
street is lined with over 400 shops from cooked street food,
snacks like dried squid, and fresh seafood to clothes, bags,
accessories, cosmetics, and much more!

Shinjuku Gyoen comprises of 3 diﬀerent types of gardens.
The traditional Japanese landscape garden is the oldest
and features large ponds with islands and bridges. Next
is the French garden, considered the most romantic with
its abundance of ﬂowers like roses. Last is the English
landscape garden, which consists of wide, open lawns with
ﬂowering cherry trees surrounding.
The rest of the park includes forested areas, lawns, a
restaurant, and an art gallery. Not to miss is the beautiful
greenhouse that is home to many tropical and subtropical
ﬂowers.
We’re now oﬀ to Shibuya Scramble Square. There, you’ll
ﬁnd Shibuya Sky, an observatory oﬀering a 360-degree view
of Tokyo (there’s a special spot to see Mt. Fuji on a clear
day!), and over 200 commercial outlets with restaurants,
cafes, and shopping. The tower also overlooks the famous
and ever busy intersection, Shibuya Scramble Crossing.
With giant video screens and neon signs as a backdrop to
several hundreds of people walking in all directions at every
light change, this “scramble” of people is surely a site to
witness.

Day 7 - Ameyoko Shopping Street

Pay a visit to the famous Hachiko Dog statue. This obedient
Akita patiently waited at Shibuya Station daily for his owner
to return home from work. When his owner tragically died
while at work in 1925, Hachikō continued to wait at the
station every day for the next 10 years, never giving up hope.
Hachikō is a Japanese icon and his statue memorializes his
unwavering loyalty and love.

Our last touring spot of the day is Ueno Park where
approximately 1,200 cherry trees ﬂourish with pink magical
ﬂowers at the 133-acre park. An estimated 2 million people
will visit here to experience the cherry blossom viewing
while picnicking directly beneath a tree and admire the
natural beauty along the paths.

We’ll return to the hotel by 5pm. The remainder of the
evening is yours to explore.

We will now head to Narita Airport, arriving by 5:00pm to
begin the check-in process.

Day 7: (Mon) Apr 3 – Tokyo-Narita-Honolulu (B)
Sunshine City Prince Hotel (Free WiFi)

Depart Narita 7:55pm via Hawaiian Airlines #822.

After breakfast, please meet in the hotel lobby by 9:00am.
It is our last day on tour, but there’s still much to see and do
before our ﬂight home later this evening.

Arrive in Honolulu at 8:10am.

Our morning begins at the iconic Tsukiji Fish Market, the
largest ﬁsh market in the world and renowned bucketlist
spot. While the inner auction market relocated in 2018, the
charm remains in its outer market. With the 1.5 hours we
spend here, be sure to enjoy all that the outer market has
to oﬀer, from seasonal produce and candy tasting to knifemaking artisan shops

Thank you for traveling with us!
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Please note the following:
• *Fares and fees (priced in USD) are subject to change in light of fuel supplements, taxes, and fees. Tour members are responsible for any
differences in costs. Additionally, we reserve the right to make changes to the itinerary with or without notice.
• Travel insurance: We highly recommend the purchase of trip insurance. Please ask our representatives for more information.
• Special Assistance: You must inform us of any disability/impairment that requires special attention at the time of your making the reservation.
We reserve the right to cancel the reservation(s) if the disability/impairment is unsuitable for the tour. You are also responsible for any costs
and/or accommodations related to your disability/impairment, such as providing your own travel companion.
• All U.S. citizens must hold a valid passport at the time of travel, which includes a passport that will not expire at least within 6 months from the
return tour date. Non-U.S. passport holders must check with the Japanese Consulate to see if a visa is required.
• You are expected to abide by domestic and international government and accommodation policies related to health, safety, and welfare.
• Land Tour Operator is Nippon Travel Agency.
• Land Tour costs are based on current currency conversion rates, which are subject to change. We will notify tour members of any substantial
changes to the costs.
• Not Included in the tour: Gratuities for local English speaking guide; additional baggage fee charges from the airlines; alcohol and soft drinks
with meals.
• A minimum of 16 participants are required for the tour to operate.
Booking requirements/Payment policy/Cancellation policy:
• Reserve with $75 per person deposit. Refundable up to 60 days prior to departure, January 27, 2023.

• Final payment due by February 8, 2023. Package is non-refundable after this date.
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