
Historical Japan Spring Break (GP12861)

Osaka - Kyoto - Kobe - Himeji - Kurashiki - Okayama - Miyajima -
Hiroshima - Fukuoka

March 11- 19, 2023 -   7 Nights/ 9 Days

$3929*per person-triple occupancy

$4009*per person-double occupancy

$4269*single occupancy

Cancel for any reason up to 60 days prior for a FULL REFUND! Maximum Tour size is 24 tour members!

Itinerary
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Day 1: (Sat) March 11 – Depart from Honolulu
Hawaiian Airlines #449. Depart Honolulu 1:10 pm – Arrive Kansai, Osaka 6:45pm
Check in for international flights beginning 3 hours prior. Please meet the Panda Travel representative at the Hawaiian Airlines check-in
counters located in Terminal 2, Lobby 4.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Day 2: (Sun) March 12 – Kansai airport  – Osaka
Accomodation: Hotel Monterey Grasmere Osaka (Complimentary WIFI)

Arrive at Kansai International Airport. After clearing customs, our English-speaking local guide will meet us at the arrival lobby. Transfer
by coach to our hotel.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Day 3: (Mon) March 13 – Osaka – Kyoto – Osaka (B)
Accomadation: Hotel Monterey Grasmere Osaka (Complimentary WIFI)

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 8:00am and prepare to discover the best of Kyoto.

Kiyomizu Temple                                                                                                        Kinkakuji Temple

Our morning begins with a visit to Kiyomizu-dera Temple, a signature UNESCO World Heritage site in Kyoto that dates back
1200 years. The temple's veranda extends out to the side of a mountain with 13-meter-high wooden columns supporting its
overhanging structure. The main hall’s distinctive hip-shaped cypress bark roof is home to the priceless statue of Kannon Bodhisattva,
the goddess of mercy. Be sure to step out on the large veranda and soak in the beautiful views overlooking the city of Kyoto.

Several other buildings designated as "national treasures" dot the grounds, as do waterfalls and landmarks which have entered popular
lore. According to legend, the water carries therapeutic properties and a sip from the three different streams confers health, longevity,
and success in studies. For this reason, people have flocked to the temple to fill their tin cups with water from the falls.



Wishing for love instead? We will also see the Jishu-jinja Shrine. Here, people pray to find success in love and cement their wish by
walking between two prominent stones with their eyes closed. If they are able to complete this challenge alone, it is a sign that love is
right around the corner. If not, all hope is not lost! It just means you’re going to need someone to help you along the way.

From here, a visit to two of Kyoto’s most attractive streets, Sannen-zaka and Ninen-zaka, a pair of lanes that lead down from
Kiyomizu-dera Temple toward Nene-no-Michi Lane. While the rest of Japan has adopted modernity with abandon, the traditional
architecture of the past remains in Kyoto, reflected in the beautifully restored traditional shophouses. These pedestrian-only lanes make
for some of the most atmospheric strolling in the whole city. You will find a variety of restaurants and teahouses to refresh yourself as
you explore, including Kasagiya, an authentic teashop in the city. There are also souvenir shops selling Kyoto original goods like dolls
and Japanese fans, Japanese restaurants using the reconstructed merchant’s house, and ceramic shops standing side by side along
the slope. Enjoy free time here to explore and have lunch on your own.

Now, off to enjoy a hands-on experience - painting hand fan at the Marumasu Nishimuraya.

Our final touring spot for today is Kinkakuji Temple (Golden Pavilion) - the eye-catching landmark originally built in 1397 as Shōgun
Ashikaga Yoshimitsu’s retirement villa but later converted into a temple. In 1955, the Temple underwent reconstruction to restore the
original design and refurbish the lower floors with gold-foil after its near fatal destruction from a fire that a young monk set ablaze in the
1950s. Today, the Temple stands strong with each tier of its three story structure showcasing a different architectural style. Where the
1st floor (Ho-sui-in) exhibits the Shinden-zukuri palace style, the 2nd floor (Cho-on-do) highlights the samurai house style while the 3rd
floor (Kukkyo-cho) features the Zen temple style. In addition to the gold-leaf on Japanese lacquer that wraps around the 2nd and 3rd
floors, a Buddhist era inspired beautiful garden and “Mirror Pond” encircling the Temple reflects the delicate balance between tranquility
and the Temple’s grandiose facade.

Arrive at the hotel by 5:30pm. Enjoy the evening of shopping and dining on your own! Your local guide is available to assist you with
any questions you might have.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Day 4: (Tue) March 14 – Osaka/Full day at leisure (B)
Accommodations: Hotel Monterey Grasmere Osaka (Complimentary WIFI)

Pack in a hearty breakfast because there is much to explore, shop, and snack on!
Just about a few blocks away from our hotel is Doguyasuji Shopping Street, a lively 150-meter-long open air shopping arcade
lined with endless specialty shops including cookware, kitchen utensils, and restaurant supplies. If you’re not looking to purchase
kitchenware, hop on over to the next strip of stores for more “windowless” shopping. Coined the “Gastronome” and “Osaka' s Kitchen,”
Kuromon Market is rooted in 190 years of culture and serves as a popular spot for locals. Here, fill your appetite with a variety of
fresh foods at one of the 150 shops and blend in with the locals who come here to shop for produce, new clothes, shoes, and a variety
of household items and gadgets.

In the evening, immerse yourself in the bustling street life of Osaka and walk alongside locals as they make their way to the arcades,
markets, and byways. Close to our hotel is Amerikamura, a popular hang out spot for trendy youths with American-style indie
boutiques, international bars, and low prices. Amerikamura is a great way to see Japan’s interpretation of Western culture.
……………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Day 5: (Wed) March 15 – Osaka – Kobe – Himeji (B/L)
Accommodations: Hotel Nikko HImeji (Complimentary WIFI)

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 9:00am as we are off to Kobe and Himeji.
The driving time to Kobe this morning is approximately an hour. Our first stop will be the Hakutsuru Sake Brewery Museum in
Kobe's sake brewery district. Enjoy a tour of the facilities and taste test their offerings. This brewery is inside an old sake kura and
unlike a modern museum, the interior’s unique smell and look will transport you to a brewery from the old-world, reflective of the
building itself.

Enjoy Kobe beef lunch at a local restaurant!

Himeji Castle original stone walls



Himeji is located in the Kansai region & the second largest city of the Hyogo Prefecture. Our next visit is the majestic Himeji Castle,
one of the last surviving feudal castles, also known as “White Heron Castle” for its unique white exterior and resemblance to a bird
taking flight. Himeji boasts 83 buildings and is adjacent to a beautiful preserved Japanese garden–Koko-en, built in the architectural
style of the Edo period (1603-1867). A stroll through the nine different gardens within Koko-en will reveal the Garden of Bamboo, the
Tea Ceremony Garden, the Garden of Pine Trees, and other gardens designed to highlight Japan’s four seasons. It’s no wonder Himeji
Castle is widely regarded as Japan’s national treasure and a UNESCO world heritage site!

Arriving at the hotel by 4:30pm. Take the evening at leisure! Perhaps you would like to check out Piole Himeji, the biggest shopping
mall in Himeji which is located a few blocks away from our hotel.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Day 6: (Thu) March 16 – Himeji – Kurashiki – Okayama (B)
Accommodations: Hotel Granvia Okayama (Complimentary  WIFI)

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 8:30am. Please prepare a small overnight bag for the next 2 days.Drive time
this morning to Okayama is approximately 2 hours including a rest stop along the way.

Welcome to Kojima Jeans Street - the birthplace of Japanese denim! Also known as the “holy land” of Japan-made jeans. Our tours
begin with the world of high-quality, indigo-blue, and stylish jeans that are sold here in over 30 different stores. Indigo lovers from all
over the world come here for each denim pieces’ unique concept and character. We will spend an hour here so that you can explore on
your own.

Kurashiki
The next stop is Kurashiki Bikan Historical Quarter - a beautifully preserved historical area converted from the former city’s rice
storehouses with modern eateries, souvenir shops, and museums woven in. Immaculately preserved from the Edo period, this old
rice-merchant quarter consists of around 300 old houses and granaries, with the oldest being 300 years old. Some families who have
lived here for generations are still there! Today’s old Kurashiki consists of dozens of characteristic whitewashed, black-tiled kura (rice
granaries) centered around a willow-lined transport canal, making for a beautiful picturesque scene. It is a “must see traditional
neighborhood” that blends the past with the present. Have lunch on your own and do some small kine shopping.

Then we’ll head over to Okayama Korakuen Gardens. Regarded as one of the three great gardens of Japan, Okayama Korakuen
Gardens offers waterfalls, wooden bridges, cherry trees, an aviary, a strolling garden, and carp-filled ponds. Relax in one of many tea
houses and take a peek at the resting buildings where daimyo (Japanese feudal lords) once took respite 300 years ago. Breathe in the
crisp air and let your mind wander amongst the whites and pinks of blooming spring flowers that paint across the vast landscape. It’s no
surprise Okayama Korakuen Gardens received the Michelin Green Guide Japan top ranking award!

Now, back to our hotel by 4:30pm and the remainder of the day is at leisure. Your local guide is available to assist you with suggestions
for shopping & dinner nearby.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Day 7: (Fri) March 17 – Okayama –  Miyajima – Hiroshima (B/D)
Accommodations: Hotel Granvia Hiroshima (Complimentary WIFI)

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 8:00am as we are off on a full day tour of Hiroshima.

Our touring day begins with a drive to the Miyajima ferry station. The drive time is approximately 3 hrs including a rest stop along the
way.  Once here, we are off on a short 10-minute ferry ride to Miyajima Island - one of the most scenic spots in Japan. It has long
been regarded as an Island of Gods on the beautiful Seto Inland Sea. It is a romantic and historical island where Itsukushima
Shrine, a World Heritage site, is located, along with the Virgin Forest of Mt. Misen, and numerous preserved shrines, temples, and



historical monuments. Its star attraction is the oft-photographed vermilion torii (shrine gate) of Itsukushima-jinja, which appears to float
on top the waves at high tide – a scene that has traditionally been ranked as one of the three best views in Japan.

Ferry to Miyajima Vermilion Torii Itsukushima Shinto Shrine

From the ferry station, we will walk along Omote-Sando, the main street from the port to Itsukushima Shrine. There are many
souvenir shops on both sides of the street. You will have time to enjoy souvenir shopping for items and treats such as a “Shamoji” (a
rice scoop) or the well-known “Momiji manju,” a bun with a bean-jam filling made from maple leaves as well and other ingredients.

We will now visit the cultural heritage site called the "Itsukushima Shinto Shrine," dedicated to the God who offers protection from
sea disasters and wars. It is said that this shrine was constructed around 593; however, after the warlord Taira no Kiyomori (1118-1181)
rebuilt it in 1168, it became the magnificent vermilion-lacquered building it is today. The most interesting feature of this shrine is the Torii
(a kind of gate symbolizing a shrine) and the Shaden (shrine pavilion) in the sea, which are both submerged at full tide, but at low tide
the sea water recedes completely, and it is possible to walk out to the gate.

After lunch (on your own) and some free shopping time, we will ferry back to Hiroshima.

A-Bomb Dome Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park

With six beautiful rivers flowing through it, Hiroshima is called the City of Water. The origins of the city date back to 1589 when Mori
Terumoto, a feudal lord, built Hiroshima Castle at the large delta of the Ota-gawa River. Because the delta resembled a large island, the
area was called "Hiroshima,” or 'wide island' in Japanese.  Although many only know it for the horrific split second on August 6, 1945,
when it became the site of the world's first atomic bomb attack, it is now a modern, cosmopolitan city with excellent cuisine and a
bustling nightlife.

We will be visiting the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, located in the center of Hiroshima City. It is difficult to imagine that this
triangle shaped piece of land bordered by two rivers, was once a busy commercial and residential downtown area. The atomic bomb
eliminated everything in the town. After World War II, a group led by a Japanese architect Kenzo Tange, designed the park and
transformed the land into the Peace Memorial Park. It was finally completed in 1954.

There are many buildings and monuments which commemorate those who lost their lives and represent the people's prayers for peace,
such as the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, the Memorial Cenotaph, and the Statue of the A-Bomb Children, among
the many.

Next stop is at the A-Bomb Dome, preserved and built to commorate Sadako Saski, most famously known for folding 1000 paper
cranes while battling lekumia, and the children who fell victim to the atomic bombs. The building, which was designed by a Czech
architect in 1915, was originally used as the Hiroshima Prefectural Industrial Promotion Hall. It also held the National Confectionery
Exposition where “Baumkuchen,” a now popular Japanese dessert derived from German cuisine (especially for wedding guests due to
its ring shape), was manufactured and sold in Japan for the first time. While the atomic bomb exploded 160 meters from the A-bomb
dome and consumed the building in flames, the outer wall and steel dome remained intact. It was designated a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in 1996.



We will arrive back to our hotel at around 5:00pm. After a short break to freshen up, please meet your guide at 6:00pm for dinner.

Okonomiyaki dinner

Our dinner this evening is okonomiyaki, a popular pan-fried dish that consists of batter and cabbage. Select toppings and ingredients
are added which can vary from meat and seafood to wasabi and cheese. This variability is reflected in the dish's name "okonomi,"
which translates to "to one's liking.” While this dish is available all over Japan, it is especially popular in the west, particularly the cities
of Hiroshima and Osaka. Okonomiyaki is sometimes translated into English as "As-you-like-it Pancake.” However, this may be
misleading as although it is batter cooked on a griddle, okonomiyaki has nothing of the sweetness or fluffiness of pancakes -- not to
mention that it is usually filled with octopus, shrimp, pork, yam, or kimchi. A more accurate comparison commonly made is between
okonomiyaki and pizza. Return to the hotel by 8:00pm.
……………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Day 8: (Sat) March 18 – Hiroshima – Fukuoka (B)
Accommodations: Hotel Monterey La Soeur Fukuoka (Complimentary WIFI)

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 8:00am as we bid our good-byes to Hiroshima and journey on by bullet train to
Fukuoka.

Welcome to Fukuoka! Kyushu’s largest city and Japan’s sixth largest. It is made up of two former towns, the Fukuoka castle town on
the west bank of the Naka-gawa and Hakata on the east. The two towns merged in 1889 as Fukuoka, though the name Hakata is still
widely in use. As an example, it is Fukuoka Airport but Hakata Station. Whatever you call it; this youthful, user-friendly metropolis has a
cosmopolitan charm, peppered with the flavors of its Asian neighbors. Hakata traces its trading history back some 2000 years. Among
Japanese, the city is famed for its 'Hakata bijin' (beautiful women), SoftBank Hawks’ baseball team and hearty Hakata ramen. If
Fukuoka does not burst with sights like Tokyo or Kyoto, its friendly atmosphere, warm weather, and contemporary attractions – art,
architecture, shopping, and cuisine – make up for it.

Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine

Once we arrive at Hakata Station, our tour begins with a visit to Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine, one of the most popular tourist
destinations in Fukuoka, where more than 2 million people visit during the first three days of New Year. In this shrine, Sugawara-no
Michizane, an excellent poet, particularly in Chinese poetry in the late 9th century, is enshrined as the god of academic achievements.
During the entrance exam season, young people from all parts of Japan prepare for these examinations and their parents come to the
shrine to pray for success and academic achievement. The entire length of the approach is lined with shops that cater to the shrine's
visitors. The shrine is rather large, stretching about 250 meters from one end to the other. After passing through the torii gate at the
entrance, visitors will come across a pond that was built in the shape of the Japanese character for "heart". A path leads across two
arched bridges and islands which represent the past, present, and future.

Our next stop is Canal City, also known as “city within the city.” This is a large shopping and entertainment complex in Fukuoka. It has
numerous attractions including a canal, local & international brand name shops, a theater, game center, two hotels, and a wide variety
of restaurants. If you enjoy eating ramen, you must visit the Ramen Stadium on the 5th floor. There, you will find eight ramen shops with
special noodles & soup favors from across Japan including the local specialty Hakata ramen. Enjoy free time to explore and have lunch
on your own at Canal City!



Next, we are off to enjoy a hands-on doll-coloring experience at the Hakata Doll Hall Shogetsudo with over 600 items on
display, ranging from works by young artists to master craftsmen. Hakata Dolls are unglazed clay dolls that are well known for their soft
colors and expertly carved expressions. If you are looking for a unique souvenir from Fukuoka, look no further than one of the most
beautiful representations of Japanese culture. Nothing can beat the beauty and intricacies, formed from techniques that have been
handed down for over 500 years, used to create Hakata Dolls.

After checking into the hotel this evening, take the night at leisure to explore the plentiful shops and eateries nearby. Perhaps take a
brisk 15 min stroll from the hotel to visit the famous Yatai foods stalls of the Tenjin or Nakasu areas. Let the aroma of the rich
Hakata ramen tonkotsu broth, the sound of clinking cold draft beer glasses, and the glow of lantern and neon signs guide you as you
decide on whether to have yakitori, fugu (pufferfish), gyoza, or oden for dinner tonight. The Tenjin and Nakasu areas are also hotspots
for Fukuoka’s vibrant nightlife.
……………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Day 9: (Sun) March 19 – Fukuoka – Honolulu  (B)

Before our flight home later this evening, be sure to spend the day in Tenjin. Known as the fashion capital of Kyushu and “the retail city,”
Tenjin offers shopping enthusiasts the store optionality of a big city with the charms of a smaller city. Take a visit to Tenjin Chikagai,
the largest underground shopping area in Kyushu, with 12 avenues and 150 stores for fashion, gourmet goods, books, and plenty more.
Other shopping venues include Shintencho, a collection of smaller shops, and Daimyo, a trendy quarter with hip boutiques, cafes,
and eateries.

For our not so enthusiastic shoppers, escape the bustling city and wander through the back alleys of Tenjin to find photo opportunities,
tranquil parks, and European-style buildings. You can also take a visit to ACROS Fukuoka Prefectural International Hub, a
building embraced in greenery and home to the Fukuoka Symphony Hall, the Takumi Gallery, and the international and cultural
information center for tourists. Another option is Kego Park, located behind Nishitetsu Fukuoka Station. Decorated with abundant
flowers, this picturesque park is the perfect place to relax. Hidden within the park is Kego Shrine, a shrine believed to guard pilgrims
and travelers against disasters.

Your guide will meet you at 5:00pm at the hotel lobby. Transfer to Fukuoka Airport and begin our check-in process for the flight home.
Hawaiian Airlines #828. Departs Haneda 8:40 pm – Arrive in Honolulu 9:25am
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
*Fares and fees (priced in USD) are subject to change in light of fuel supplements, taxes, and fees. Tour members are responsible for any differences
in costs. Additionally, we reserve the right to make changes to the itinerary with or without notice. Special Assistance: You must inform us of any
disability/impairment that requires special attention at the time of your making the reservation. We reserve the right to cancel the reservation(s) if the
disability/impairment is unsuitable for the tour. You are also responsible for any costs and/or accommodations related to your disability/impairment, such as
providing your own travel companion.


