Hokkaido’s Winter Festivals 2023- TOUR #1

February 4th-12th, 2023 non-stop via
Cancel for any reason up to 90 days prior-FULL REFUND!

7nights/9days from: $3950 triple; $3995 double; $4450 single
Low deposit- $75 per person- Reserve by August 1st – Save $100 per person
Welcome to winter in Hokkaido. Come along, journey with us to the far north of Japan, a land of snow!
For seven days, every February Sapporo is turned into a winter dreamland of crystal-like ice and white snow.
The Sapporo Snow Festival, one of Japan’s largest winter events attracts nearly two million visitors who come to see the
many snow and ice sculptures along Odori Park and on Susukino’s main street. They include an array of intricate ice
carvings as well as massive snow sculptures that are bigger than some of the city buildings.
On this Hokkaido Winter Festivals Tour #1, we welcome in the 74th Sapporo Snow Festival, but this is only the beginning
as we will be visiting a total of 6 festivals. In additional to the Sapporo Snow Festival, we have the Susukino Ice
Sculptures, Lake Shikotsu Ice Festival, Sairinka Light Up, Sounkyo Ice Light Up Festival, and the Asahikawa Snow
Festival.
And yet there is more, much more, 3 onsen stays, a visit to the historic harbor city of Otaru, sake brewery visit, Asahikakwa
Zoo to witness the Penguin Walk, Sunagawa Highway Oasis for the very best omiyage shopping under one roof, Sapporo’s
Nijo Fish Market and Tanukikoji Shopping Arcade for ono shopping. If this was not enough, how about 2 nights at
Sapporo’s finest hotel, Century Royal Hotel Sapporo.

Itinerary/Details
Day 1 – February 4th, 2023, Saturday – Depart from Honolulu
Hawaiian Airlines #441 Departs Honolulu 12:20 pm – Arrive Chitose 5:00 pm +1
Meet up with your Panda Travel representative at the Hawaiian Airlines International check-in counters, located in Terminal
2, Lobby 4 a minimum of 3 hours prior to the flight departure time.
Day 2 – February 5th, 2023, Sunday– Arrival Chitose

On arrival in Chitose, please make your way to the baggage claim area as we need to clear immigration and customs. Free
luggage carts are available. We suggest that you use one as there is a short walk to our bus. Our local English speaking
Japanese guide will be there to meet us.
Accommodations on this first night is at the Air Terminal Hotel, right on the airport grounds, just a short walk away.
Airports are usually boring, sterile places, but not the New Chitose Airport. Here, it is a destination all on its own. It’s more
like a giant shopping mall with planes outside. How many airports in the world can boast a proper movie theater?
After check-in, your guide will be available to take you on tour so that you can easily find the many shopping and dining
options available.
A 24-hour convenience store is also located on the ground floor.

Accommodations: Air Terminal Hotel

free

Day 3 – February 6th, 2023, Monday– Chitose-Asahikawa (B)
We have a full day of touring ahead. After breakfast at our hotel, please meet in the lobby area by 9:00 am as we journey off
to Asahikawa, Hokkaido’s second largest city. It is best known for its zoo, Asahikawa Zoo, among Japan’s best and most
popular and its local noodle dish, Asahikawa ramen.
On the way, a stop at the Sunagawa Highway Oasis, where you can enjoy shopping and tasting local specialties. While it may
be too early for lunch, pick up some snack for the remainder of the ride.
The shops and the cafeteria are run by the major manufacturers of Hokkaido, and it is possible to find many of Hokkaido’s
specialties here including melons, boxes of potatoes, whole crabs, famous stuffed squid from Hakodate, Royce chocolates and
other Hokkaido chocolate confections.
You will also find a wide variety of Japanese sweets and a vast assortment of packaged food items. As well other souvenirs
items, such as T-shirts and wooden animals, notably owls and bears: Owls and bears were and remain very special animals for
the local Ainu people. It is a fun stop, bustling and full of energy, enjoy!

Sunagawa Highway Oasis

From here we are off to the Asahikawa Ramen Village for lunch on your own.
Like several other places in Hokkaido, Asahikawa is famous for its ramen. Whereas Sapporo is known for its miso-based
broth and Hakodate for its salt-based broth, Asahikawa is known for its shoyu based broths.

The broth of Asahikawa Ramen is known for being quite oily, and there is often a thin layer of oil on top of the soup. Another
characteristic of the local ramen is the generally thin, hard, and wavy noodles. The range of toppings is quite typical and
includes green onions, pork, bamboo shoots and eggs.

Asahikawa Ramen Village
Our touring day ends with a visit to the Asahikawa Winter Festival, the second largest winter festival after Sapporo. While
Asahikawa may not be able to boast having Hokkaido's biggest winter festival, it certainly has one of the biggest snow
sculptures. Every year one massive sculpture is made as a stage for music and other performances. The giant sculpture of a
Korean fortress in 1994 even made into the book of Guinness World Records as the largest snow construction built. The giant
sculpture has a different theme each year, such as a snowman castle in 2010 or the Daisetsuzan Mountains 2011.

Asahikawa Winter Festival
Now off to our hotel for the evening, the JR Inn Asahikawa, directly connected to the JR Asahikawa Station and AEON Mall.
Opened in the spring of 2015, this hotel is perfect for our evening in Asahikawa. Arrival will be by 4:30pm.
Besides its location, the hotel offers a public bath for men and women in a semi-outdoor setting, rooms with views of the
surrounding countryside, and a direct elevator down to the AEON Mall. There is no need to bundle up as you shop and dine
the evening away.

JR Inn Asahikawa- room, public bath, and view from many of the rooms

ice sculpture around mall

Accommodations: JR Inn Asahikawa

free

Day 4 – February 7th, 2023, Tuesday– Asahikawa-Sounkyo (B/D)
After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 8:30am as we are off again on a full day of touring.
The day begins with a visit to Otokoyama Sake Brewery, Asahikawa’s most famous sake, both within Japan and worldwide.
Beside the museum covering all facets of Otokoyama's rich sake brewing heritage, including ancient sake-related literature
and art, you will also have time to enjoy their tasting room and gift shop. Sample some of the most famous sake in the world,
as well as the opportunity to purchase magnificent sake sets, and cups.
Now, off to visit Asahiyama Zoo, the first facility in Japan to have succeeded in the natural breeding in captivity of animals
that live in cold regions, such as polar bears, Amur leopards, and scops owls. Moreover, the zoo has become popular for its
exhibits that enable visitors to see each animal’s innate attributes and their unique abilities and movements.
A tunnel enables visitors to see how penguins swim in a way that looks just like flying, while spotted seals behave just like
they do in the wild, as they swim vertically through a transparent pillar-shaped tank called a marine way. Other popular
attractions include the Polar Bear Aquatic Park, where visitors can see polar bears, weighing almost 300 kg, as they dive into
the pool, and the Orangutan Trapeze, where orangutans stroll around 16m above the ground.
The highlight of today’s visit is the penguin parade, an icon of winter at the zoo. The 30-minute waddle is designed to keep
the penguins fit and healthy and fend off obesity during the winter months when they tend to be less active and accumulate
more fat.
Get out your cameras for the sight of these chubby penguins walking around in the snow. They happily walk around briskly in
a group in front of the zoo’s visitors.

Asahiyama Zoo
Enjoy additional free time to explore the many exhibits and have lunch on your own. A variety of food options are available.
Our touring afternoon begins with a visit to the Hokkaido Ice Pavilion, offering a fantastic and magical experience inside and
of this snowy and ice-covered world.
On entering, pass through a tunnel of lights and a mirror maze before you get to the main attraction. Pick up a thick winter
coat, and a wet towel, and proceed on to the -20°C zone. Pass through the sealed doors, into a narrow tunnel and find a room
whose walls are covered in ice and giant icicles. Your wet towel will now stand up of its own accord because it will be frozen
solid.
If you are brave enough, you can then proceed past a snow sculpture and down some slippery steps to the cold room. Here
you can experience the coldest temperature ever recorded in Japan, the -41°C that was reached in the bitterly cold winter of

1902. You can blow bubbles here with soapy water and catch them again without them bursting due to the extreme cold. The
air glitters with ‘diamond dust’, tiny ice crystals that form out of moisture in the air – a phenomenon that can be seen outside
on really cold days in Hokkaido.
On the way out, you will be given a much-needed cup of hot tea and a cookie. You can also look at a tank of ‘ice angels’ –
beautiful semi-transparent sea slugs with delicate wings. They live under the drift ice in the sea north of Hokkaido, but they
look more like they come from another planet.

Hokkaido Ice Pavilion
Now, off to the winter wonderland of Sounkyo Onsen, a charming onsen town at the base of Kurodake Mountain in the heart
of Japan’s largest national park. The highlight of tonight’s stay is the Sounkyu Light Up Festival that we will be attending
after dinner. A rest stop will be made along the way at Michinooeki Onneyu, a large roadside station offering a wide variety
of Hokkaido products and souvenirs.
Now, time to check into our hotel for the evening, Sounkyo Choyotei. Western style rooms have been confirmed at this onsen
hotel where you will be able to enjoy both indoor and outdoor baths. Arrival at the hotel will be approximately 4:00pm,
followed by a buffet dinner at 5:30pm.
After dinner, we are off to enjoy some time at the 48th Sounkyo Ice LIGHT UP Festival. Do not forget your mittens, scarf,
and head gear so that you will stay warm.
This chilly winter festival takes place along the Ishikari River at the base of town. The festival grounds are open both during
the day and into the night over a two-month period beginning in mid-January. This festival provides all the wintery
wonderland goodness one could ask for.
The main attraction is usually a large, multi-story structure built almost entirely out of ice. Last year it featured a massive;
three story high English style castle and tower bridge. Tunnels and corridors wind maze-like through the icy walls of the
castle and connect several large interior halls and caverns. Overhead were ceilings made up of thousands of icicles and held
up by pillars of ice.
Drinks, food, souvenirs, and a heated pavilion are available at the festival site. A small firework display lasting five to ten
minutes is held on weekends and most days during the month of February. We will stay here for about one hour.
Once back at the hotel, the evening is still young and time to enjoy the onsen.

48th Sounkyo Ice Light Up Festival

Accommodations: Sounkyo Choyotei

free in lobby

Day 5 – February 8th, 2023, Wednesday– Sounkyo-Abashiri (B/L/D)
After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 8:15am. Today we make our way to Abashiri, a city of 40,000
inhabitants on Hokkaido’s northern frontier. The city's main tourist attractions are its prison museum and the drift ice, which
can be observed from the ice breaker sightseeing boat which we will enjoy this afternoon. The drive time is approximately 2
hours. Please prepare an overnight bag for 2 days as our larger pieces are being sent along to Sapporo.
Once here, a visit at Okhotsk Ryu-hyo Museum, located at the top of Mount Tento. The observatory provides a 360-degree
view of the surrounding mountains, Abashiri River, and the Sea of Okhotsk.
Inside, enjoy a video and exhibits as you learn about the fascinating science behind sea ice, its importance, and the sea
creatures found on this peninsula. Stretching all the way to Siberia, the Ryuhyo drift ice of the Okhotsk Sea grips Hokkaido’s
northern coast in a deep freeze for much of the winter.
The museum’s highlight is the drift ice experience room. As with your experience at the Hokkaido Ice Pavilion, coats are
provided as you enter the minus 15-degree room. One of the exhibits lets you experience the drift ice by allowing you to touch
the frozen clumps that came from the Sea of Okhotsk.
Now, time to enjoy a western lunch, here at the museum.
This afternoon, a firsthand experience, as we board one of the ice breaker sightseeing boats for a 1-hour cruise. Departing
from the Abashiri Port, the boat travels out to the Sea of Okhotsk where the ice is visible for an unforgettable experience. You
can sit comfortably indoors or get out on deck for incredible views and photography.
From here we are off to our hotel, the Hotel Abashirikoso, an onsen hotel on the shore of Lake Abashiri. Arrival will be
approximately 4:00pm followed by a buffet dinner at 5:30pm.
The hotel features a large public bath “Kakogen”, natural hot springs as well as a sauna, a large indoor bathtub, two small
indoor bathtubs, and an open-air bathtub. It is a perfect way to end the evening.

Accommodations: Hotel Abashirikoso

in public areas – Japanese Western style rooms

Day 6 – February 9th, 2023, Thursday– Abashiri-Lake Akan-Tokachigawa (B/L/D)
After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 9:00am. Today we journey on to the Tokachigawa Onsen Area.

Our morning begins with a visit to Akan Ainukotan Village, a small village with a museum displaying traditional Ainu crafts.
The Ainu are indigenous people that live in the Hokkaido region as well as certain areas of Russia. At one time, they lived all
over Japan. Pure Ainu are difficult to find now as many married Japanese after the late 19 th century when the Meiji
government enforced the assimilation policy.
Enjoy free time to walk around the village’s main street offering a variety of souvenir shops specializing in Ainu handicrafts.

Ainu Museum

Dance Performance

Ainu Village

Now we are off to enjoy a Japanese lunch at a local restaurant.
This afternoon, a visit at the Akan International Crane Center. This facility is unique to Japan in its purpose to conserve the
tancho crane while providing research and information about these magnificent birds. Inside, there are informative displays,
and outdoors you can observe the cranes being raised. From November to March, artificial feeding is carried out with as many
as 300 wild tancho cranes visiting on a busy day.
Now off to our onsen hotel for the evening, Hotel Daiheigen. Our arrival will be at approximately 4:45pm. The hotel faces
along the Tokachigawa River with the Hidaka mountains in the background as well, magnificent view of the Tokachi Plains.
An open-air and hot springs bath, sauna, jacuzzi are featured for you to enjoy. After check-in, relax before we meet for a
buffet dinner 6:00pm.
Tokachigawa Hot Spring is the best-known and most popular lowland resort in Tokachi. While Japan, as a volcanic country,
has many famous and secret hot springs, Tokachigawa Hot Spring, is a special hot spring. Unlike other hot springs which are
derived from volcanos with the smell of sulfur, Tokachigawa is a moor spring that comes from heat generated by ancient
plants deposited deep in the ground and gushes out with lots of organic matters contained. These botanical-based moor hot
springs are rare in the world and this one is recognized as one of Hokkaido’s heritages.
“The golden-brown water of Hokkaido’s Tokachigawa Onsen is
nature’s gift from deep inside the ancient earth. Enjoy the gentle
flow of time while enriching your mind and body to the core”
After dinner, please join your guide as we enjoy the sights of the Tokachigawa Swan Festival Sairinka. This yearly festival
is held over a month beginning at the end of January. A fantastical forest of lights created at night in the snowy plains delights
the eyes of the approximately 50,000 visitors.
“Over the freezing yet crisp field of silvery white and under the sky filled with
twinkling stars, heartwarming light objects of all sizes light up the darkness.
The festival is held in tribute to more than 1,000 swans that fly to Tokachigawa
Onsen every year and includes a laser light and sound show, snow candle
making, frozen bubble making and hand bath with moor hot spring water.”
The main event is the Light and Sound Show with trigonal pyramid shaped objects, 305 of them are built on the snowy
ground. The lights glitter colorfully, synchronized to the music. Step up to the viewing platforms to enjoy the views.

Accommodations: Hotel Daiheigen

free in public areas- Japanese style rooms

Day 7 – February 10th, 2023, Friday– Tokachigawa-Lake Shikotsu-Sapporo (B)
After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 9:00am as we make our way to Hokkaido’s capital, Sapporo.
The morning begins with a drive to Lake Shikotsu, the northernmost ice-free lake which is 363 meters deep. Every year, Lake
Shikotsu turns into a colored ice playground as part of the Lake Shikotsu Ice Festival The drive is approximately 3.5 hours
and a stop will be made on the way.
The festival, one of the most popular winter events in Sapporo, takes place for approximately 2 weeks from late January. The
sculptures, created by sprinkling and congealing water from neighboring Lake Shikotsu, gleam in natural blue in the daytime,
and are beautifully illuminated with different colors of lights at night. The scrupulously finished iced objects are like lime
stones which were formed over millions of years.
However, according to the nature of ice, it will eventually melt away, but for this moment you can enjoy an experience like
nowhere else. The illusory sight of this festival is reminiscent of "the beauty in fragility".
Illuminated with the colorful lights, most of the ice sculptures have enough space inside to enter. It is like a shelter made of
snow, the sense of being enveloped by something large and strong. Faced with the random patterns and translucent blue, it
will leave you in a state of awe.
Enjoy free time to explore and have lunch on your own. You will find a variety of food stands and in-door restaurants.

Lake Shikotsu Ice Festival
Now, off to Sapporo, Japan’s fifth largest city. Sapporo is a dynamic urban center that offers everything you would want from
a Japanese city: a thriving food scene, stylish cafes, neon-lit nightlife, shopping galore – and then some. The drive time is
approximately 1.5 hours.
Arrival in Sapporo will be approximately 4:00pm and the remainder of the afternoon and evening is free. Being that our hotel
has direct access to the JR Sapporo Station and a complete underground city just waiting on you with endless dining and
shopping options. It really does hit that “wow” button!
After checking in, our guide will be available to show you all that is available within steps of the hotel.

Accommodations: Century Royal Sapporo Hotel

free

Day 8 – February 11th, 2023, Saturday– Sapporo-74th Sapporo Snow Festival (B)

After breakfast at our hotel, go off and enjoy a day of festivities at the 74th Annual Sapporo Snow Festival. Do not forget to
bundle up and take along the hat and mittens.
The morning begins with a short subway ride to Susukino, to visit the Suskino Ice Sculpture Festival. It is one of the three
sites of the Sapporo Snow Festival where you can see hand carved ice sculptures. This site is more relaxed and less crowded
than the Odori Park venue. It is a great spot to snap up some photos.
From here, we will walk over to the Nijo Fish Market and Tanukikoji Shopping Street. Here, enjoy lunch on your own and
visit the popular 5-story Daiso and Mega Don Quijote.
Meet up at the designated time as we are off to the Sapporo Snow Festival! The festival's famous large snow sculptures, some
measuring more than 25 meters wide and 15 meters high, are exhibited here. They are lit up daily until 10:00 pm.
Besides about a dozen large snow sculptures, the Odori Site exhibits more than one hundred smaller snow statues and hosts
several concerts and events, many of which use the sculptures as their stage.
You will also find ample spots or warming houses along the way to enjoy a hot drink or quick bite. Meet up once again at the
designated time for the walk back to our hotel or stay longer and enjoy the festivities. You can always come back later in the
evening to enjoy the lit sculptures and night scenes.

Enjoy Odori Park and its creations

Accommodations: Century Royal Sapporo Hotel

plenty of food to choose

Hawaii represented

free

Day 9 – Feb. 12th, 2023, Friday – Sapporo-Otaru-Chitose (B)
After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 9:30am. While it is our last day on tour, there is still much to see and
do before our flight home later this evening.
The morning begins with a short drive to Oatru, one of Hokkaido’s most popular tourist destinations for Japanese visitors.
From old days, when they sailed trading boats from Honshu-mainland to Hokkaido, Otaru played an important role as the
center of trade or commerce, not to mention fishery in Hokkaido. Walking along its main streets, you will find a charming and
nostalgic city filled with historic architecture.
As this city was thriving from fishery for centuries, the most famous landmark here is “Otaru Canal” where they carried fish
from the ocean to land by tugboats. Otaru is after all heralded as home of some of the freshest and tastiest seafood in all of
Japan.
Once in Otaru, your guide will point out the Music Box Museum, a must stop when visiting. The museum, shop and
workshop consist of five different buildings all located within a 2-minute walk of each other. The main building displays

hundreds of different kinds of music boxes, both large and small. The second museum is full of antique music boxes from the
19th century onwards. The final three stores contain a different variety of goods and crafts. One building is dedicated to
animal toys, another to glassware and the final one to music boxes made in the shape of modern characters such as Mickey
Mouse, Winnie the Pooh, and Hello Kitty.
Enjoy free time for lunch on your own and to explore Sakaimachi Street. It is like opening a giant music box. Though the city
is famous for its canal area, the whole street is a showcase of two Otaru’s distinct characteristics- old architecture and one-ofa-kind craftsmanship.
With mouthwatering freshly cooked seafood checked off the list, your next stop should be one of the dozens of glassware
shops that line the street. As the herring industry declined in the late 1950s, the makers of glass fishing buoys were forced to
start producing refined glassware instead. Nowadays, Otaru is famous for its quality glass works coming in all shapes and
sizes. If you are in search of a unique gift item, Otaru is known for their dripless shoyu bottles, available in a variety of sizes
and designs.
In addition, take some time to have a bite to eat in one of Sakaimachi’s delicious, sweet shops, the most famous being
LeTAO. Enjoy sampling a few of their 50 varieties of cakes and sweets. If you would prefer to sit down and relax, the 2nd
floor hosts a cafe. There is also a free observatory on the 3rd floor with views of the Sakaimachi landscape.
As you near the end of Sakaimachi Street, look and listen when you come to the vintage steam clock at the front of the Music
Box Museum. The nostalgic atmosphere inside the main building of the museum takes you back in time. The museum houses
almost 15,000 music boxes, ranging from matchbox sized souvenirs to precisely tuned masterpieces. The Music Box Museum
has something for everybody, from The Beatles to the latest J-pop hits.

Sakaimachi Street

Music Box Museum

From here we are off to the Shiroi Koibito Park, a theme park by Ishiya, a local chocolate company. The company's flagship
product is the Shiroi Koibito cookie, which consists of two thin butter cookies and a layer of white chocolate in between.
These cookies are the best souvenirs from Sapporo!
The park consists of a free area with a shop, cafe, and restaurant and most interestingly, large windows so that you can
observe the candy production process. The first glimpse of the building does not compare to the wonderland inside while
outside it is complete with all sorts of winter decorations and illuminations.

Shiroi Koibito Park

Now, off to the Chitose Airport. Depending on our arrival time, you will have an opportunity to walk over to the domestic
terminal for local kine shopping. Once through security, duty free shopping is waiting on you.
Hawaiian Airlines #442 Departs Chitose 7:45 pm – Arrive Honolulu 7:45 am

