
                       

 
 
 

The 74th Sapporo Snow Festival Weekender -2023 

 

       February 2nd -8th, 2023 non-stop via   
  Cancel for any reason up to 90 days prior-FULL REFUND! 

5nights/7days from: $3250 triple; $3350 double; $3550 single 
Low deposit- $75 per person- Reserve by August 1st – Save $100 per person 

  
For seven days, every February Sapporo is turned into a winter dreamland of crystal-like ice and white snow. 
The Sapporo Snow Festival, one of Japan’s largest winter events attracts nearly two million visitors who come to see the 
many snow and ice sculptures along Odori Park and the main street in Susukino. They include an array of intricate ice 
carvings as well as massive snow sculptures that are bigger than some of the city buildings. 
 
Snow sculptures are carved from snow brought down from the mountains surrounding the city. From these white blocks 
grow the pyramids of Egypt, high prehistoric animals, the famous sights of Japan such as Matsumoto Castle and Kyoto’s 
Golden Pavilion. Just the beginning as we have also included the Susukino Ice Sculptures, the Asahikawa Winter Festival, 
and the winter wonderland of Ningle Terrace, Funaro’s cozy arts and craft village. 
 
There is still much more to see and enjoy over these five nights, a day in the historic harbor city of Otaru, Sunagawa 
Highway Oasis for the very best omiyage shopping under one roof, Nijo Fish Market, the penguin walk at Asahiyama Zoo, 
a hands-on strawberry jam making experience, Nikka Whisky, sake brewery, shoyu factory, and time for shopping and 
sightseeing in Hokkaido’s capital, Sapporo. 
 
When the day is complete, our accommodations are second to none, in Sapporo at the Century Royal Hotel with direct 
access to the Sapporo JR Station, in Asahikawa, the JR Inn Asahikawa, at the JR Station and attached to the AEON Mall.    
 
Come along and celebrate the 74th Sapporo Snow Festival!  
 

Itinerary/Details 

Day 1 – Feb. 2nd, 2023, Thursday – Depart from Honolulu 

Hawaiian Airlines #441 Departs Honolulu 12:20 pm – Arrive Chitose 5:00 pm +1 

Please meet your Panda Travel representative at the Hawaiian Airlines International check-in counters, located in Terminal 2, 
Lobby 4, a minimum of 3 hours prior to the flight departure time.      

Day 2 – Feb. 3rd, 2023, Friday – Chitose-Sapporo 



                       

 
 
 

On arrival at the Chitose Airport, please make your way to the baggage claim area as we need to clear immigration and 
customs. Free luggage carts are available. We suggest that you use one as there is a short walk to our chartered bus. Our local 
English-speaking Japanese guide will be there to meet us.  

Sapporo became world famous in 1972 when the Olympic Winter Games were held there. Today, the city is well known for 
its ramen, beer, and the annual snow festival. 

Accommodations for our stay in Sapporo is at the four-star, Century Royal Hotel, with direct access to the JR Sapporo 
Station. One quick elevator ride down and the doors open to a mega underground of shops and restaurants.  

The drive time from Chitose is approximately one hour. Once we have checked in, the remainder of the evening is free. Your 
guide will be available for a guided tour of the immediate area.      

 

Accommodations: Century Royal Hotel     free 

Day 3 – Feb. 4th, 2023, Saturday – Sapporo -Otaru-Sapporo (B) 

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 9:30am as we are off on a full day of touring. 

The morning begins with a visit to the Nikka Whisky Factory, the home of Japan’s “Father of Whisky”. Treat yourselves 
sampling world-class spirits and time to visit the gift shop. At the shop, find exclusive items, only found here.    

We now make our way to Otaru, one of Hokkaido’s most popular tourist destinations for Japanese visitors.  

From old days, when they sailed trading boats from Honshu-mainland to Hokkaido, Otaru played an important role as the 
center of trade or commerce, not to mention fishery in Hokkaido. Walking along its main streets, you will find a charming and 
nostalgic city filled with historic architecture. 

As this city was thriving from fishery for centuries, the most famous landmark here is “Otaru Canal” where they carried fish 
from the ocean to land by tugboats. Otaru is after all heralded as home of some of the freshest and tastiest seafood in all of 
Japan. 

Once here, off to explore Otaru’s Sakaimachi Street. It is like opening a giant music box. Though the city is famous for its 
canal area, the whole street is a showcase of two Otaru’s distinct characteristics- old architecture and one-of-a-kind 
craftsmanship. 

Our guide will point out the Music Box Museum, a must stop when visiting. The museum, shop and workshop consist of five 
different buildings all located within a 2-minute walk of each other. The main building displays hundreds of different kinds of 
music boxes, both large and small. The second museum is full of antique music boxes from the 19th century onwards. The 
final three stores contain a different variety of goods and crafts. One building is dedicated to animal toys, another to glassware 



                       

 
 
 

and the final one to music boxes made in the shape of modern characters such as Mickey Mouse, Winnie the Pooh, and Hello 
Kitty. 

Do visit some of the variety of glassware shops that line the street. As the herring industry declined in the late 1950s, the 
makers of glass fishing buoys were forced to start producing refined glassware instead. Nowadays, Otaru is famous for its 
quality glass works coming in all shapes and sizes. If you are in search of a unique gift item, Otaru is known for their dripless 
shoyu bottles, available in a variety of sizes and designs.   

In addition, take some time to have a bite to eat in one of Sakaimachi’s delicious, sweet shops, the most famous being 
LeTAO.  Enjoy sampling a few of their 50 varieties of cakes and sweets. If you would prefer to sit down and relax, the 2nd 
floor hosts a cafe. There is also a free observatory on the 3rd floor with views of the Sakaimachi landscape.  

As you near the end of Sakaimachi Street, look and listen when you come to the vintage steam clock at the front of the Music 
Box Museum. The nostalgic atmosphere inside the main building of the museum takes you back in time. The museum houses 
almost 15,000 music boxes, ranging from matchbox sized souvenirs to precisely tuned masterpieces. The Music Box Museum 
has something for everybody, from The Beatles to the latest J-pop hits.  

Lunch is on your own and there are many, many options to choose from  

 

Sakaimachi Street                                               Music Box Museum 

 As we make our way back to Sapporo, a visit to Shiroi Koibito Park, a theme park by Ishiya, a local chocolate company. The 
company's flagship product is the Shiroi Koibito cookie, which consists of two thin butter cookies and a layer of white 
chocolate in between. These cookies are the best souvenirs from Sapporo! 

The park consists of a free area with a shop, cafe, and restaurant and most interestingly, large windows so that you can 
observe the candy production process. The first glimpse of the building does not compare to the wonderland inside while 
outside it is complete with all sorts of winter decorations and illuminations. 

We will be there to catch the hourly show. 

                       

Shiroi Koibito Park 



                       

 
 
 

 Accommodations: Century Royal Hotel     free 

Day 4 – Feb. 5th, 2023, Sunday – Sapporo and the 74th Sapporo Snow Festival (B) 

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 8:30am as we are off on another fun-filled touring day 

The morning begins with a short drive to Okurayama Ski Jump for a fun winter experience. Constructed in 1931, the stadium 
was featured in the 1972 Winter Olympics, when it was home to the 90m ski jump competition. It is still used for ski jump 
competitions throughout the year.   

At the foot of the jump hill stands the Sapporo Winter Sports Museum with exhibits about the 1992 Sapporo Winter Olympics 
and winter sports in general, including ski jump, bobsled, and biathlon. Entrance fee to museum is not included. 

Join us as we take the ski lift to the peak, where there is a viewing lounge that provide a spectacular view of Sapporo, the 
Ishikari Plain and Ishikari Bay. It is also an ideal location to view the start line of the ski jump right before your eyes - looking 
directly down at the steep slope of the approach will certainly give you an idea of how the skiers are feeling when they begin 
their jumps! 

 

From here, a visit to the Suskino Ice Sculpture Festival. It is one of the three sites of the Sapporo Snow Festival where you 
can see hand carved ice sculptures. This site is more relaxed and less crowded than the Odori Park venue. It is a great spot to 
snap up some photos.  

Now, off for some quality shopping time that begins at Nijo Fish Market, said to have developed in the early Meiji Period 
when fishermen from Ishikari Bay started selling fresh fish there. Over time, the number of bars and greengrocers in the area 
began to increase, laying the foundation for today’s market which continues to serve residents’ culinary needs to this day. 
Here you will find all your dried fish needs and as well enjoy a lunch on your own as a variety of sit down and take-away 
venues. 

Just steps away is the entrance to Tanukikoji Shopping Street with its mixture of shops including the ever-popular Daiso, all 
5-floors, and Mega Don Quijote. Enjoy free shopping time. 

   

Nijo Fish Market and Tanukikoji Shopping Street 



                       

 
 
 

Our last stop of the day is to the top of the Sapporo TV Tower, for the best views of Sapporo city and a look right down onto 
Odori Park. On the way back down, stop by the gift shop. 

Now, back to our hotel, arrival by 4:00pm and the remainder of the afternoon and evening is free. There is always much to do 
steps from our hotel. 

For those who would like to walk over to Odori Park to enjoy some of the festivities of the 74th Annual Sapporo Snow 
Festival, please meet your guide at the designated time. The festival's famous large snow sculptures, some measuring more 
than 25 meters wide and 15 meters high, are exhibited here. They are lit up daily until 10:00 pm.  

Besides about a dozen large snow sculptures, the Odori Site exhibits more than one hundred smaller snow statues and hosts 
several concerts and events, many of which use the sculptures as their stage.  

You will also find ample spots or warming houses along the way to enjoy a hot drink and a wide variety of food offerings.   

     

                      Enjoy Odori Park and its creations                            plenty of food to choose            Hawaii represented 

 Accommodations: Century Royal Hotel     free 

Day 5 – Feb. 6th, 2023, Monday – Sapporo-Asahikawa (B) 

Please meet your guide in the lobby by 8:30am as we bid our good-byes to Sapporo and journey off to Asahikawa, located in 
the center of Hokkaido. While not a leading tourist destination, it does offer some unique and must do spots, all of which we 
will visit.  

On the way, a stop at the Sunagawa Highway Oasis, where you can enjoy shopping and tasting local specialties. There is a 
snack shop and restaurant as another lunch option.    
 
The shops and the cafeteria are run by the major manufacturers of Hokkaido, and it is possible to find many of Hokkaido’s 
specialties here including melons, boxes of potatoes, whole crabs, famous stuffed squid from Hakodate, Royce chocolates and 
other Hokkaido chocolate confections. 
 
You will also find a wide variety of Japanese sweets and a vast assortment of packaged food items. As well other souvenirs 
items, such as T-shirts and wooden animals, notably owls and bears: Owls and bears were and remain very special animals for 
the local Ainu people. It is a fun stop, bustling and full of energy, enjoy!  
 



                       

 
 
 

 
Sunagawa Highway Oasis 

We are now off to Asahikawa, Hokkaido’s second largest city. It is best known for its zoo, Asahiyama Zoo, among Japan’s 
best and most popular and its local noodle dish, Asahikawa ramen. 

As the lunch hour approaches, when in Asahikawa, there is no better as stop than at the Ramen Village. Like several other 
places in Hokkaido, Asahikawa is famous for its ramen. Whereas Sapporo is known for its miso-based broth and Hakodate for 
its salt-based broth, Asahikawa is known for its shoyu based broths.  

The broth of Asahikawa Ramen is known for being quite oily, and there is often a thin layer of oil on top of the soup. Another 
characteristic of the local ramen is the generally thin, hard, and wavy noodles. The range of toppings is quite typical and 
includes green onions, pork, bamboo shoots and eggs. 

Choose from one of the many shops in the village and enjoy lunch on your own.  

            

Asahikawa Ramen Village 

This afternoon, a visit to the Asahiyama Zoo, home to 700 animals of 124 different species. One of the main attractions here 
is penguin parade. During the winter months, 15 penguins, mostly king penguins enjoy their daily stroll along a snow-covered 
path, sometimes venturing into crowds of zoo visitors.   

The zoo is the first facility in Japan to have succeeded in the natural breeding in captivity of animals that live in cold regions, 
such as polar bears, Amur leopards, and Scops owls. Moreover, it has become popular for its exhibits that enable visitors to 
see each animal’s innate attributes and their unique abilities and movements. 

A tunnel enables visitors to see how penguins swim in a way that looks just like flying, while spotted seals behave just like 
they do in the wild, as they swim vertically through a transparent pillar-shaped tank called a marine way. Other popular 
attractions include the Polar Bear Aquatic Park, where visitors can see polar bears, weighing almost 300 kg, as they dive into 
the pool, and the Orangutan Trapeze, where orangutans stroll around 16m above the ground.  

The highlight of today’s visit is the penguin parade, an icon of winter at the zoo. The 30-minute waddle is designed to keep 
the penguins fit and healthy and fend off obesity during the winter months when they tend to be less active and accumulate 
more fat. 
 



                       

 
 
 

Get out your cameras for the sight of these chubby penguins walking around in the snow. They happily walk around briskly in 
a group in front of the zoo’s visitors. 
 

                                
Asahikawa Zoo 

Now off to our hotel for the evening, the JR Inn Asahikawa, directly connected to the JR Asahikawa Station and AEON Mall. 
This hotel is perfect for our evening in Asahikawa. Arrival will be by 4:30pm. 

Besides its location, the hotel offers a public bath for men and women in a semi-outdoor setting, rooms with views of the 
surrounding countryside, and a direct elevator down to the AEON Mall. There is no need to bundle up as you shop and dine 
the evening away.      

  

  JR Inn Asahikawa- room, public bath, and view from many of the rooms                              ice sculpture around mall    

Accommodations: JR Inn Asahikawa    free 

Day 6 – Feb. 7th, 2023, Tuesday – Asahikawa (B) 

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 9:00am as we are off to enjoy local touring. 

The morning begins with a visit to Takasago Sake Brewery, one of the more well-known and respected Hokkaido breweries. 
Built in 1909, it is housed in one of the city’s most traditional style buildings.  

Takasago Brewery allows you to experience the sake tradition of old Japan. As you walk around, enjoy the antique posters, 
artifacts and bottles that give you an insight into the evolution of sake culture. The gift shop and tasting room allow you to 
sample the best they offer, and perhaps purchase a couple of bottles to take home with you. 

The cold and snowy winters of Asahikawa are great for brewing sake. During these months, the brewery builds a large igloo 
to produce ice-dripped sake. With these low temperatures, this sake matures very slowly and retains a youthful character. You 
are welcome to walk in and see how it’s done. 



                       

 
 
 

A must sample, the pre-fermentation “sweet sake”. Bottled prior to fermentation, therefore non-alcohol, and using only the 
sweetness of the rice for its core flavor, this drink is served chilled and will surprise. 

From here, a visit to the factory/store of Nihon Shoyu Kogyo, a shoyu producer, preserving its traditional taste. Established in 
1944, they are known as one of the leading shoyu manufacturers in Hokkaido. Four of their more popular products include: 

ASARINO SHITA GOKORO-shoyu mixed with hard clam extract. The clams come from Akkeshi, known to have the 
largest catch of hard clams in Hokkaido. 

TAMANEGI NO YUWAKU-shoyu with onions. The onions come from Kitami which ranks as the top city for growing 
onions. Said to be good with meat dishes and as a salad dressing.  

Hokkaido Kombu Dashi- shoyu mixed with Hokkaido kelp stock. It is used as a base for fried rice and clear soup.  

SUDORE GOBO-dressing with burdock grown in Abashiri and Kitami. Combined with Ponzu vinegar makes a perfect 
dipping sauce for shabu shabu. 

The other item you might want to try, popsicles in various flavors, one of which is shoyu. 

We are now off to enjoy time at the Asahikawa Winter Festival, the second largest winter festival after Sapporo. While 
Asahikawa may not be able to boast having Hokkaido's biggest winter festival, it certainly has one of the biggest snow 
sculptures. Every year one massive sculpture is made as a stage for music and other performances. The giant sculpture of a 
Korean fortress in 1994 even made into the book of Guinness World Records as the largest snow construction built. The giant 
sculpture has a different theme each year, such as a snowman castle in 2010 or the Daisetsuzan Mountains 2011. 

 

Asahikawa Winter Festival 

Now, back to our hotel, arrival will be by 2:30pm. The remainder of the afternoon and evening is free. You may want to get 
out and take a stroll along Heiwa Shopping Street, just across from our hotel. You will find a variety of shops and dining 
venues.  

Accommodations: JR Inn Asahikawa    free 

Day 7 – Feb. 8th, 2023, Wednesday – Asahikawa-Furano-Chitose (B) 

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 9:00am. It is our last day on tour, but still much to see, do, and 
experience before our flight home later this evening. 

Our morning begins a drive to Furano, best known for its lavender fields viewing during the summer months. The drive time 
is approximately one-hour and once here a visit to the Furano Jam Garden, nestled deep in woods of Rokugou Village. 
Besides the opportunity to try any of their 35 varieties of hand-made Furano jam, you will also enjoy a hands-on strawberry 
jam making experience. Yes, there will be free time to explore the gift shop. 



                       

 
 
 

From here, a short drive to Furano Marche, a cluster of shops in the middle of downtown Furano. This ultimate food paradise 
serves as a one-stop souvenir stop offering items from Farm Tomita and Cheese Factory. Locals and tourist frequent here to 
enjoy all its yummy food. Enjoy free time to shop, explore, and have lunch on your own. 

Next, a visit to Ningle Terrace, Funaro’s cozy arts and craft village. It is truly a winter wonderland, a village of quaint 
cottages in the forest. With winter comes a stunning blanket of soft white snow which lines the walkways and leaves huge 
snow hats on the cottages and snow mushrooms on the trees. 

Enjoy free time to shop and browse this collection of boutique cottages, offering specialty arts and crafts. Mingle with the 
shop owners, the creators of these unique products, souvenirs with a touch of nature and Furano. Items include handcrafted 
wooden figurines, homewares, paintings of figures and landscapes, and textiles.     

Do not forget a stop at the café which serves up hot and cold drinks, baked milk, cakes and cheese, and delicious ice cream.   

Now, off to the Chitose Airport to begin the check-in process for our flight home.    

Hawaiian Airlines #442 Departs Chitose 7:45 pm- Arrive Honolulu 7:45 am 

  

 

 

 

 


