
 
 

Traveling the Tokaido Road Summer 
School Break Explorer Tour #2-2022 

June 2nd -11th, 2022       
Maximum Tour size is 24 tour members!  

Cancel for any reason up to 60 days prior-FULL REFUND!  

8nts/10days from: $3250 triple $3295 double $3895 single 
Tokyo/Mt. Fuji/Shizuoka/Kyoto/Nara/Osaka and Universal Studios  

 
The Tokaido highway started out as a dusty and lonely dirt road, avoided by commoners, infested by bandits and 
scoundrels who preyed on the innocent few who dared travel its length. More than just a road, the Tokaido (eastern sea 
route) took on a life of its own as it evolved into Japan’s most important thoroughfare during the Edo period, 
connecting the great cities of Edo and Kyoto. Nobles, military, and peasants alike made up the pulse of the road’s life, 
and its scenic landscapes and diverse travelers have been highlighted in history books and artistically portrayed in art 
and literature.  

It is an amazing story and whether you are a seasoned traveler or first-time visitor to Japan, this tour offers you a 
sampling of all that Japan has to offer, from unique locales to “must see” tourist attractions. Skyscrapers to ancient 
temples and sacred mountains, a variety of experiences awaits you – ride the bullet train, Mt. Fuji’s 5th Station, Nara’s 
awe-inspiring Great Buddha, visit the tea fields and enjoy a hands-on experience, traditional Japanese markets, 
shopping street, and much, much more! 

For modern day shopping and sightseeing, we have included Shibuya Sky, a new landmark facing world-famous 
Shibuya Scramble Crossing and a day at Universal Studios Japan.  
 
The tour begins in Tokyo, Japan’s capital is a city always on the move. It dazzles with its traditional culture and passion 
for everything new. When you are looking for fun, Tokyo delivers. You will leave understanding why Tokyoites are 
fond to say, “to be tired of Tokyo is to be tired of life”.  
 
And then onto Kyoto, Japan’s spiritual heart, a city of 2000 temples and shrines as well as true masterpieces of 
architecture. There is more, much more, Nara, Shizuoka, and Mt. Fuji. We end in Osaka, a spirited city and Japan’s 
third largest, its center cloaked in dazzling neon billboards. The city's unofficial slogan is kuidaore ('eat until you 
drop'), and it seems that everyone is always out for a good meal – and a good time. 
 
 

Itinerary/Details 

Day 1 – June 2nd, 2022 -Thursday – Depart from Honolulu 

Hawaiian Airlines #863 Departs Honolulu 1:40 pm – Arrive Haneda 5:10 pm +1 

International check in begins 3 hours prior to the departure time. Please meet your Panda Travel representative Hawaiian 
Airlines International check-in counters located in Terminal 2, Lobby 4. After clearing security, you will meet up once 
again at the gate area.  



 
 

If you are arriving from the neighbor islands, please show both electronic ticket receipts when checking in so that you 
checked bags are sent directly to Japan. This way when you arrive in Honolulu, you can go directly to the departure gate 
for the international flight and avoid going through TSA a second time. Your Panda Travel representative will contact you 
at the gate. 

Day 2 – June 3rd, 2022 - Friday – Haneda-Tokyo 

On arrival at the Haneda Airport, please make your way to the baggage claim area and then proceed to customs clearing. 
On exiting customs, our local guide will be there to meet us for the drive to our hotel, Sunshine City Prince, ideally located 
in the heart of Ikebukuro. After checking in, for those who may not be familiar with the area, meet your Panda Travel 
guide in the lobby as we go out on a walking tour to discover the area.    

 

Sunshine City Prince Hotel & lobby                          Family Mart in hotel lobby 

Accommodations:  Sunshine City Prince Hotel free 
 

Day 3 – June 4th, 2022 - Saturday – Tokyo (B) 

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 8:30am as we are off to discover Tokyo!  

If you have ever dreamed about melt-in-your-mouth, out-of-this-world sushi, then you might have heard of Tsukiji, the 
largest fish market in the world. Most of Tokyo, and even high-end sushi restaurants in Hong Kong and San Francisco, 
gets their fish from this cultural landmark near the center of Japan's capital city. 

Tsukiji sits on some of the most valuable real estate in Tokyo. While the inner auction market has moved to a new 
location, the popular outer market remains so that you can shop and enjoy. 

Opened in 1935, Tsukiji sprang to life after the Great Kanto Earthquake destroyed most of Tokyo in 1923. It has since 
become one of the most popular tourist destinations in the city. Every morning sightseers start lining up at 3 a.m. to watch 
the frozen tuna auction. The more expensive fresh tuna auctions – where a single Bluefin once sold for nearly $1.8 million- 
are privately conducted. 

It is our first stop on tour, and we will be here for 1.5 hours so that you have ample time to walk around and enjoy the 
outer market, visit knife-making artisan shops, tasting candies, nuts, and spices, and learning more about seasonal produce 
 
If you are a foodie, love markets, enjoy photography – or simply like visiting unique places – then you will probably love 
Tsukiji. 

After a good stroll around the market, there is nothing like a sushi breakfast to complete the experience. There are plenty 
of sushi shops – make sure to choose one where you see locals dining. If you do not feel like sushi, there are other options 
including ramen, donburi and more. 



 
 

      
                                                                           Tsukiji Fish Market 

From here, off to Ameyoko Shopping Street, famous throughout Japan for its wide variety of products.  

The name "Ameyoko" is a short form for "Ameya Yokocho" (candy store alley), as candies were traditionally sold there. 
Alternatively, "Ame" also stands for "America", because a lot of American products used to be available there when the 
street was the site of a black market in the years following WWII. 

You can get just about EVERYTHING here, clothes, bags, cosmetics, fresh fish, dried squid and spices are sold along 
Ameyoko.  It is quite the scene to just walk around through the very crowded and narrow streets. An awesome place to 
sightsee, shop and eat! Enjoy some free time here to explore on your own. 

           

Ameyoko is a great spot to stock up on all your omiyage favorites 

From here, a visit to Asakusa, the traditional, low-rise, down, and dirty Tokyo of yesteryear. Although on the 
surface it is ye olde Japan, this was the first part of the capital to have significant western influence. It was even the 
site of Japan’s first cinema.  

Attractions in the area include one of Tokyo’s most historic temples – Sensoji, and the impressive Kaminarimon 
Gate that marks the entranceway to the temple. Also, you cannot miss Phillip Stark’s ‘Golden Poo’ on the roof of 
the nearby Asahi Breweries headquarters. 

Sensoji Temple dates to 645, but with the original destroyed in the air raids of 1945, today’s building is a 1958 
reconstruction. At the top of the steps, as a mark of respect, clap twice and bow your head. It is also customary to 
make a small offering by tossing coins into the wooden rack. 

The Five Storied Pagoda was built in 1973 and amongst others; it stands in honor of comedians! Standing 54 
meters high, reinforced with concrete and steel, and like all pagodas, running down the center is a giant pillar of 
Japanese Cypress tree wood.  

Once through the gate you will be in Nakamise Shopping Arcade. The street is lined with colorful, lively stalls 
selling traditional knick- knacks, festival foods and rice crackers. There are over 50 shops along this shopping 
street. No worry, you will have time to shop and enjoy lunch on your own. 



 
 

 

Asakusa, Sensoji Temple  

Now, back to our hotel, arrival by 3:45pm. The remainder of the afternoon and evening is free. 

Accommodations:  Sunshine City Prince Hotel free 

Day 4 – June 5th, 2022 - Sunday – Tokyo (B) 

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 8:30am as we are off on another fun day discovering the best of 
Tokyo.  

The morning begins with a visit to Meiji Jinju Shrine, located right in the middle of one of Tokyo`s most popular areas is 
an amazing urban oasis, Meiji Jingu. It is a shinto shrine that is dedicated to the souls of Emperor Meiji and his wife, 
Empress Shoken.  After the Emperor’s death in 1912, the Japanese Diet passed a resolution to commemorate his role in 
the Meiji Restoration and the construction of a shrine where his soul would be enshrined was undertaken.  The area around 
an iris garden in Tokyo where Emperor Meiji and Empress Shoken had been known to visit was chosen as the building’s 
location.  With the passing of the resolution, construction began in 1915, formally dedicated in 1920 and finished in 1926. 

When you enter the grounds of the shrine, probably the first thing that will get your attention is the, “torii” (the traditional 
gate to a Shinto shrine) you pass under.  It is enormous and majestic, completely impossible to miss.  There are three torii 
in total between the Harajuku entrance and the main building.  But once you pass under the first one, you enter the forest 
which blocks out the sights and sounds of the city. 

While walking along the path to the shrine you will pass huge barrels of sake.  These barrels are donated every year by 
Meiji Jingu Nationwide Sake Brewers Association to the enshrined deities at the shrine, and they make for a great photo 
opportunity for the visitor. 

About five minutes past the sake barrels, you`ll come to the entrance of the main shrine area, from where you can see the 
Mode Gakuen building far behind in the distance.  The two buildings really contrast each other.  Mode Gakuen, an icon of 
the modern age – and Meiji Jingu an icon of ages past, but still relevant in the modern era as it one of the main places for 
News Years prayers and is still very culturally important. 

Being that it is Sunday, enjoy seeing a Shinto wedding procession in front of the main building. You will not be able to see 
an actual wedding ceremony itself, but the processions are very impressive.  They are quite solemn, led by the priests and 
miko (women or girls who assist in the ceremonies), and the bride and groom walk under a large red parasol.  

 



 
 

Next, off to Shibuya Scramble Square, a new landmark facing the world-famous Shibuya Scramble Crossing. It is without 
a doubt the busiest and most iconic pedestrian crossing in the world, and we will be part of the action. After the crossing, it 
is off to Shibuya Sky, the new 360° open-air observation deck with unobstructed views of Tokyo’s skyline.  

In addition to the breathtaking views, the rooftop also features hammocks for cloud watching and an observation compass 
to help you identify major landmarks in the distance, Tokyo Tower, Tokyo Stadium and even Mt Fuji, on a clear day.  

On your way down, enjoy free time to explore any of the 212 shops, ranging from skincare to fashion, hone décor, books, 
groceries, and electronics. There is something here for every shopper.  Just in case you are still hungry, not to worry as 
there are many options, grab a light bite or a full meal.  

While in the area, a must stop is at one of Japan’s unofficial landmarks, the Hachiko statute, a homage to the faithful Akita 
dog. He waited at Shibuya Station every day for his master, even after his death. Today, it is one of the most popular 
meeting places in Tokyo. 

We have allowed for plenty of leisurely time, 3-hours, so that you can shop and sightsee. Arrival back at our hotel will be 
by 2:00pm and the remainder of the afternoon and evening is free. If you decide you want to remain longer and take the 
subway back on your own via the Yamanote, please let our guide know in advance.    

 Accommodations: Sunshine City Prince Hotel Free 

Day 5 – June 6th, 2022 - Monday – Tokyo-Mt. Fuji (B/D) 

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 8:30am as we bid our good-byes to Tokyo and make our way to 
the Mt. Fuji Area. The drive time is approximately 1.5 hours. Please prepare a small overnight bag as our larger pieces 
will be sent separately to Kyoto.   

Once here, our touring day begins with a visit to visit to the Mt. Fuji 5th Station. At 7,546 feet, Mt. Fuji’s 5th Station 
affords incredible views over Fuji Five Lakes and Hakone National Park. It lies at the midpoint of the Yoshida Trail to Mt. 
Fuji’s summit and where many hikers begin their ascent. While we won’t be climbing the summit, this spot offers 
commanding views of the Fuji Five Lakes area below. Behind the nearby shops, there is an observation point with 
unobstructed views of Fujiyoshida City and Lake Yamanaka.    

Enjoy free time to explore, visit some of the shops and find a snack. We will be staying here for one-hour. 

Next, we are off to Oshino Hakkai, a set of eight ponds in Oshino, a small village in the Fuji Five Lake region, located 
between Lake Kawaguchiko and Lake Yamanakako. Snow feeds the eight ponds which melt from the slopes of nearby Mt. 
Fuji. The water has filtered down from the mountain through porous layers of lava for over 80 years, resulting in very clear 
spring water that is revered by the locals. 

Next to one pond, you can drink the cool water straight from the source. The ponds are quite deep and have interesting 
freshwater plant life and large fish, almost like visiting an aquarium. 

Along here are a variety of restaurants, souvenir shops and food vendors selling vegetables, sweets, pickles, crafts, and 
other local products. Some operate small outdoor grills to attract shoppers with the alluring smells of roasted sweet potato 
and toasted rice crackers (osenbei). Enjoy free time to explore and have lunch on your own. 



 
 

 

Oshino Hakkai 

This afternoon we will be visiting the Kubota Icchiku Museum, devoted to Kubota Itchiku. Exhibited are several of 
the artist's kimono creations, depicting themes of nature, the cosmos, and the seasons. Also, on display are parts of 
his unfinished masterpiece "Symphony of Light", a huge work comprised of 80 kimonos that together form of a 
picture of Mt. Fuji. 

Kubota Itchiku was the artist who revived the lost art of Tsujigahana silk dyeing, used to decorate elaborate kimono 
during the Muromachi Period. In his early twenties, he was so inspired by a fragment of Tsujigahana textile 
exhibited at the Tokyo National Museum, that he devoted the rest of his life to recreating and mastering the labor-
intensive silk dyeing technique. 

The museum's buildings and gardens are also fascinating. The buildings are made of Okinawan coral and 
limestone, while the main gallery is a massive timber frame construction. A waterfall and outdoor stage are located 
besides the museum's reception building where performances are occasionally held. A unique tearoom is in the 
back of the gallery.  

The extensive gardens, which were designed by Kubota Itchiku himself and stretch from the entrance gate far into 
the wooded slopes behind the museum buildings, are also worth a stroll. Artworks from various places in Asia and 
Africa are placed around the museum grounds.  

If it is a clear day, enjoy views of Mt. Fuji in the distance. 

 

Kubota Icchiku Museum                                    Kimonos on display 

From here, off to our onsen stay for the evening, Hotel Mystays Fuji Onsen Resort. The drive time is just under 2-hours. 
Our arrival will be by 4:30pm and after some time to relax and enjoy the onsen, a buffet dinner is on tap. No reservations 
are required, arrive, and enjoy dinner, included in our tour. 
 
If we are in luck with clear weather, enjoy specular views of Mt. Fuji. You can also walk over to the Fujikyu-Highland 
Station, just about a 5-minute walk. It is a small station primarily serving Fuji-Q Highland Park.   
 
The open-air onsen is located on the hotel’s top floor. Here you can soak with the beauty of Mt. Fuji in the distance. There 
is also an indoor onsen with an observatory to view Mt. Fuji.    



 
 

Accommodations: Hotel Mystays Fuji Onsen Resort free 

Day 6 – June 7th, 2022 - Tuesday – Tokyo-Mt. Fuji (B/D) 

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 9:00am. Don’t forget that you can still enjoy an early morning soak 
in the onsen before or after breakfast. 
 
Our touring day begins with a drive to Shizuoka, a medium size city, halfway between Nagoya and Tokyo. Its main city 
center is around Shizuoka Station and best known for its tea leaves and scenic views of Mt. Fuji. 
 
Once here, a visit to Clean Tea Matsuno, a tea factory just 30-minutes away. If you have never visited a tea plantation, 
today is the day. Green tea is known to have many health benefits and here you can visit the source of this green goodness.   
 
Enjoy a factory tour, walk along the tea fields while picking leaves, and then a tasting experience. We are in the peak time 
for visiting to enjoy tea picking and seeing the factory at work. 
 
Now, off to the Yaizu Fish Market. With approximately 60 shops selling locally caught fish, processed seafood products 
and much more, the Yaizu Fish Market is a very popular spot that offers a lot of local delicacies. Not only does the market 
offer tuna and bonito, which the city boasts the largest catch in the country, it also lets you savor all the tasty foods that 
Shizuoka has to offer such as whitebait and Sakura shrimp brought ashore in Suruga Bay. Yaizu is also famous for its 
salted mackerel, a popular gift item in the Kansai region. 
 
 Enjoy free time to explore this traditional fish market. enjoy the market’s vibrant atmosphere. Lunch is on your own. A 
popular local fish dish is “Saba Chicken”, a cut of deboned mackerel marinated in deep-sea brine from Suruga Bay and 
steamed, it can be eaten straight out of the package or enjoyed as an addition to salads or rice. You will also find standard 
items like ramen and curry rice on the menus.     

Close-by, we arrive at the Shizuoka Station for our bullet train to Kyoto. We are off on Hikari 515 that departs at 3:07pm 
and arrives at the JR Kyoto Station at 4:37pm. Once here, just a walk across the road to our hotel, Miyako Hotel Kyoto 
Hachijo. Talk about location, across from the JR Station and just around the corner from the Aeon Mall. No matter in 
which direction you turn, a wide variety of food and shopping opportunities are available.  

Welcome to Kyoto, it is old Japan, made up of quiet temples, grand gardens, and colorful shrines. While the rest of Japan 
has adopted modernity with abandon, the old ways remain in Kyoto.  

Once settled, for those who may not be familiar with the local area, please meet your Panda Travel escort in the lobby for a 
walking tour which include the JR Kyoto Station and Aeon Mall. 

 

Hotel New Miyako Kyoto                                   Hotel lobby                                    Aeon Mall 

 Accommodations: Miyako Hotel Kyoto Hachijo free 



 
 

Day 7 – June 8th, 2022 - Wednesday– Kyoto (B) 

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 8:30am as we are off to discover the best of Kyoto. 

Our touring day begins with a visit to Kiyomizu Temple. It is Higashiyama-ku's most famous temple, known throughout 
Japan for the grand views afforded from its main hall. Founded in 798 and rebuilt in 1633 by the third Tokugawa shogun, 
Iemitsu, the temple occupies an exalted spot-on Mount Otowa. 

The main hall has a huge veranda that is supported by pillars and juts out over the hillside. Just below this hall is the 
waterfall Otowa-no-taki, where visitors drink sacred waters believed to bestow health and longevity. Dotted around the 
precincts are other halls and shrines. At Jishu-jinja, the shrine up the steps above the main hall, visitors try to ensure 
success in love by closing their eyes and walking about 18m between a pair of stones – if you miss the stone, your desire 
for love won't be fulfilled! Note that you can ask someone to guide you, but if you do, you will need someone's assistance 
to find your true love. 

Before you enter the actual temple precincts, check out the Tainai-meguri, the entrance to which is just to the left (north) 
of the pagoda that is in front of the main entrance to the temple (there is no English sign). We will not tell you too much 
about it as it will ruin the experience. Suffice to say that by entering the Tainai-meguri, you are symbolically entering the 
womb of a female bodhisattva. When you get to the rock in the darkness, spin it in either direction to make a wish. 

The steep approach to the temple is known as Chawan-zaka (Teapot Lane) and is lined with shops selling Kyoto 
handicrafts, local snacks, and souvenirs. 

While the rest of Japan has adopted modernity with abandon, the old ways remain in Kyoto. There is no better place to 
experience this feeling than with visiting two of Kyoto's most attractive streets are Sannen-zaka and Ninen-zaka, a pair of 
lanes that lead down from Kiyomizu-dera Temple toward Nene-no-Michi Lane. The atmosphere of traditional old Kyoto is 
alive here. 

Lined with beautifully restored traditional shophouses and blissfully free of the overhead power lines that mar the rest of 
Kyoto, this pair of pedestrian-only lanes that make for some of the most atmospheric strolling in the whole city. 

In fact, it is here that you are most likely to be able to imagine what Kyoto looked like before modernity descended in full 
force. You will find many restaurants and teahouses to refresh yourself as you explore, including the single most 
atmospheric teashop in the city, Kasagiya.  

Souvenir shops selling Kyoto original goods like dolls and Japanese fans, Japanese restaurants using the reconstructed 
merchant’s house, and ceramic shops stand side by side along the slope. The neighboring famous temples and shrines also 
attracting people here. Enjoy free time here to explore and have lunch on your own. 

Enjoy free time here to explore and have lunch on your own. 

Our final touring spot for today is Kyoto’s famed Golden Pavilion. Be it capped by snow in winter or set against a lush 
green background in summer, nothing is as symbolic of Kyoto as Kinkaku-ji's golden reflection shimmering across the 
rippled surface of the pond before it. 

Kinkaku-ji is one of Japan's best-known sights. The original building was built in 1397 as a retirement villa for Shōgun 
Ashikaga Yoshimitsu. His son converted it into a temple. 

In 1950 a young monk consummated his obsession with the temple by burning it to the ground. The monk's story was 
fictionalized in Mishima Yukio's The Golden Pavilion. In 1955 a full reconstruction was completed that exactly followed 
the original design, but the gold-foil covering was extended to the lower floors. 

The temple is set in three stories. The 1st floor is Shinden-zukuri, the palace style. It is named Ho-sui-in. The 2nd floor is 
Buke-zukuri, the style of the samurai house and is called Cho-on-do. The 3rd floor is Karayo style or Zen temple style. It 
is called Kukkyo-cho. 



 
 

 
Both the 2nd and 3rd floors are covered with gold-leaf on Japanese lacquer. The roof, upon which the Chinese phoenix 
settles, is thatched with shingles. 
 
The temple is surrounded by a beautiful garden with a pond in the front called the Mirror Pond. The stones in the pond 
give a representation of the Buddhist era.  

 

Now, back to our hotel, arrival by 2:30pm. Enjoy the remainder of the afternoon and evening in this ideal location for 
sightseeing and some of Kyoto’s best shopping. 

Accommodations: Miyako Hotel Kyoto Hachijo free 

Day 8 – June 9th, 2022 -Thursday– Kyoto-Nara-Osaka (B) 

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 8:30am as we bid our good-byes to Kyoto and make our way to 
Nara, the ancient capital city in the Kansai region of Japan. Throughout 2010 the city celebrated its 1300th anniversary. 
Centuries before anyone had heard of Delhi or Shanghai or London or Paris—and long before anywhere called Kyoto (let 
alone Tokyo) existed—Nara was the first permanent capital of Japan, and the place where the country began to establish 
itself as a Buddhist kingdom. 

If you think of Japan as a land of bullet trains and J-pop in Shinjuku storefronts, come to Nara—a city filled with rolling 
hills, ancient temples, and 1,200 entitled deer roaming its old streets.  
 
Once here, a visit at Nara Deer Park, home to hundreds of freely roaming deer. Considered in Shinto to be messengers of 
the gods, Nara's nearly 1200 deer have become a symbol of the city and have been designated a natural treasure. You can 
purchase deer biscuits to feed them. The deer bow immediately when they see you have food.  
 
Just steps away is Nara's premier attraction, Todaiji Temple, and its Great Buddha (Daibutsu), Japan's largest bronze 
Buddha. When Emperor Shomu ordered construction of both the temple and Daibutsu in the mid-700s, he intended to 
make Todaiji the headquarters of all Buddhist temples in the land. As part of his plans for a Buddhist utopia, he 
commissioned work for this huge bronze statue of Buddha. It took eight castings to complete this remarkable work of art. 
At a height of more than 15m (50 ft.), the Daibutsu is made of 437 tons of bronze, 286 pounds of pure gold, 165 pounds of 
mercury, and 7 tons of vegetable wax. However, thanks to Japan's frequent natural calamities, the Buddha of today isn't 
quite what it used to be. In 855, in what must have been a whopper of an earthquake, the statue lost its head. It was 
repaired in 861, but alas, the huge wooden building housing the Buddha was burned twice during wars, melting the 
Buddha's head. The present head dates from 1692. 
 
Be sure to walk in a circle around the Great Buddha to see it from all angles. Behind the statue is a model of how the 
Daibutsuden used to look, flanked by two massive pagodas. Behind the Great Buddha to the right is a huge wooden 
column with a small hole in it near the ground. According to popular belief, if you can manage to crawl through this 
opening, you'll be sure to reach enlightenment. You can also get your English-language fortune for ¥200 by shaking a 
bamboo canister until a wooden stick with a number comes out; the number corresponds to a piece of paper.  



 
 

The wooden structure housing the Great Buddha, called Daibutsuden, was also destroyed several times through the 
centuries; the present structure dates from 1709. It is the largest wooden structure in the world, but only two-thirds its 
original size.  
 

 
Nara Deer Park                              Todaiji Temple                               Great Buddha 

 
From here, a visit to Higashimuki Shopping Street, in short, it is Nara’s most important shopping street. This covered 
shopping arcade offers a wide selection of shops and restaurants. Enjoy free time here to shop, browse, and have lunch on 
your own. 

At the entrance of the shopping street, there is Nara’s most famous specialty, persimmon leaf sushi. It is basically bite size 
rice balls topped with salted mackerel and wrapped in a persimmon leaf.  Each piece is then put into a wooden box and 
pressed with a heavy stone to ferment for a few days. The persimmon leaf adds a distinctive flavor to the sushi, so you can 
eat it as it is without any soy sauce. Persimmon leaf sushi is a perfect dish to casually eat outdoors. 

We now make our way to Osaka and the drive time will be approximately one-hour. Once here, we will be visiting Osaka 
Castle, one of Osaka’s most popular landmark sights. Travel back in time almost 400 years to feudal Japan on the chaos 
and violence of an epic conflict—the final one of the samurai era. In 1614 and 1615 hundreds of thousands of samurai—
blasting guns, shooting arrows, and wielding swords—unleashed their force on the Osaka castle, inaugurating the downfall 
of the Toyotomi clan and sealing Tokugawa Ieyasu's position as Japan's undisputed master. Explore the fury of samurai 
warfare—from gory beheadings to fierce sword fights. 
 
For days Ieyasu's forces barraged the castle's walls with fire from 300 cannons, causing fear and confusion. In January 
1615 Hideyori finally signed a treaty, ending what became known as the Winter Siege, or Fuyu no Jin. But the truce fell 
apart, and the Summer Siege, or Natsu no Jin, began.  
 
Magnificent Osaka Castle has been destroyed – and restored – several times, with its most extensive refurbishment 
completed in 1997.  As you walk around you can still marvel at its massive stone walls, gold-leaf trim, copper roof, and 
panoramic views. There is also a fascinating on-site museum that chronicles its tumultuous history. 

 

                        Osaka Castle                               snacks & souvenirs                      view from top of castle perch 

Now, off to our hotel for our remaining three days on tour, Hotel Monterey Grasmere Osaka. Talk about location, just a 
short 2 blocks from the heart of Dotonbori and Shinsaibashi shopping streets. This spot is perfect to feel and see the real 
Osaka, with limitless dining and shopping opportunities. 



 
 

Our arrival will be by 4:30pm and after check-in for those not familiar with the area, please meet your Panda Travel escort 
in the lobby as we venture out to discover the immediate area. We are steps from the heart of Dotonbori and Shinsaibashi 
shopping streets. This spot is perfect to feel and see the real Osaka, with limitless dining and shopping opportunities. 

Welcome to Osaka, Japan’s 3rd most populous city and the working heart of Kansai.  Famous for its down-to-earth 
citizens and the colorful Kansai-ben (Kansai dialect) they speak, it is a good counterpart to the refined atmosphere of 
Kyoto. Primarily, Osaka is famous for good eating: the phrase kuidaore (eat 'til you drop) was coined to describe Osakans' 
love for good food. Osaka is also a good place to experience a modern Japanese city. It is only surpassed by Tokyo as a 
showcase of the Japanese urban phenomenon 

The Shinsaibashi Shopping Arcade is a covered arcade shopping street with a very long history. It has been around in 
some form for hundreds of years and is still one of the city's most popular and famous spots.  

Shinsaibashi is the perfect spot for window-shopping and strolling. There is no shortage of places to shop, especially 
flanked by Amerika-mura and the Dotonbori, and Crysta Naghori underground, but this shopping arcade has charm. Not 
only does it have a wide selection of stores sure to please anyone, but the southern end of the arcade is at the Dotonbori 
River, a great sightseeing spot and home to that famous 'eat-til-you-burst' Osakan cuisine. 

There are many choices for dinner as well as the endless streets for shopping.  

 

Famous Blade Runner Neon          Shinsaibashi Shopping                    Dotonbori Street 

Accommodations:  Hotel Monterey Grasmere Osaka free 

Day 9– June 10th, 2022 - Friday– Osaka (B) 

After breakfast, please meet your guide in the lobby by 9:00am as we are off to Universal Studios Japan, ranked as Japan’s 
best theme park.  

Please meet your guide back at the designated spot by 7:00pm for the return to our hotel. Once back, the remainder of the 
evening is free. 

Accommodations:  Hotel Monterey Grasmere Osaka free 

Day 10– June 11th, 2022 - Saturday– Osaka-Kansai (B) 

It’s our last day on tour and no better than to have a complete free day to catch up on shopping or go off and sightsee on 
your own. Our hotel has allowed us to extend the check-out time until 2:00pm so that you have time to shop and repack if 
necessary. Our local guide will advise of the bag pull time or you can bring your own down to the lobby to be stored.     



 
 

For those who may want to visit Kuromon Market, one of the main food markets in Osaka, the Panda Travel escort will set 
a meeting time for the walk over. It is approximately a 15-minute walk.  With more than 190 years of history and tradition, 
this very popular market is known by locals as "Gastronome" and "Osaka' s Kitchen". 

All kinds of fresh food items are available at this market, fully satisfying the hunger of the people of Naniwa (Naniwa is 
the old name for this area). At 600 meters long with over 170 stalls, Kuromon Market offers not only fresh fish and food 
items, but a complete range of household goods and yes even appliances. 

Please meet your guide back in the hotel lobby by 4:30pm for the drive over to the Kansai Airport. 

Hawaiian Airlines #450 Departs Haneda 8:45 pm – Arrive Honolulu 9:45 am 

 

 

       


